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Mary Buck; which reports were laid upon the 
table. 
On motion of Mr. HENLEY, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Patents be dis- 


charged from the consideration of the petition of | 


Alvan C. Goel, and that the same be referred to a 
select committee of five members. _ 
Mr. SEAMAN, from the Committee on Revo- 


jutionary Pensions, made adverse reports upon the || 
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should be so construed as to make persons proper- 
/ty. Let not any man represent him as saying that 
| he wished to interfere between master and slave in 


| this District. He had borne that imputation too 
long. The slander had too long been heapel upon 

| him, and a large portion of the freemen of the 

| North. 

Mr. McHENRY rose to a question of order. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, under direction from the Chair, 


— of Thomas P. Franklin, Nathaniel Bird, || tok his seat. 


awrence Vandyke, and other heirs of J. Van 


Mr. McHENRY said his point of order was, 


Valkenberg; which reports were laid upon the || that the amendment was inconsistent with the pro 


t 


ble. 

"Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which the subject was referred | 
by resolution of the House on the 19th of Decem- 
ber last, reported a bill to authorize the relinquish- | 
ment of the 16th sections in certain cases, and the | 
selection of other lands in lieu thereof; which bill | 
was read twice and committed. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill to authorize soldiers in 
the last war to whom had been allotted bounty 
land unfic for cultivation, to surrender the same | 
and relocate the same quantity, accompanied by a | 
report in writing; which bill was read twice, and | 
committed. 

On motion of Mr. COLLAMER, 


Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands } 
be discharged from the consideration of the peti- || 


tions of John Newton, John Gilleylen, and heirs 

of William Arnold, and that the petitions be laid 

upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. COLLAMER, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be discharged from the consideration of the peti- | 
tion of the heirs of John Bowen, and that the same | 
be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary | 
Claims. 
| Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, from the Committee | 

on Foreign Affairs, to which was referred the pe- | 


| 


tition of Charles G. Ridgely, reported a bill direct- |, 


ing the mode of settling the claims of Charles G. 

Ridgely; which bill was read twice, and commit- | 
ted. 

Mr. McHENRY, from the Committee for the | 

District of Columbia, to which the subject had | 

been referred, reported a bill to enlarge the powers | 


: of the several orphans’ courts held in and for the | 
District of Columbia. | 
Mr. McH. briefly explained the provisions of 
f the bill. 
, Mr. GIDDINGS called for the reading of the 
f second section; which having been read, 
. Mr. G. moved the following amendment: 
Provided, That nothing contained in this or any 
'y other act of Congress shall be so construed as to 
. give any executor, or administrator, or court, au- 
8 thority to regard or consider any persons or slaves 
as property. 
n Mr. G. said he had offered this amendment in 
|- the utmost good faith; and though the bill had 
t come up at a time when he was totally unprepared, 
I he desired to make one solemn appeal to the mem- 
re bers of the House, and if he could obtain their | 
attention, he would endeavor to make himself un- | 
e, derstood. He was aware that this question had 
y heretofore excited much ill-feeling in the breasts of 
| members. It was no part of his intention to ad- | 
e, dress himself co any other than the feelings of hu- 
° manity and sincerity. 
The question now was, (and it was one that | 
came home on his amendment,) whether the mem- | 
bers of the House, in this age, in the year 1846, 
would legislate here, in this Hall, for és oppres- 
y sion and deprivation of their fellow-man of his 


God-given and inalienable rights? And he rejoiced 

’ in the present opportunity to set himself right be- 

4 fore the members, and the House, and the coun- 

try, as to what might have been a misunderstand- 
ing of his course. 

The proviso which he had offered did not affect 

rights in this District. No. 


curia on this point. The amendment provided 





i! 





; 4 He rejoiced that, on | 
this occasion, he might say that he was rectus in 


that nothing contained in this or any other act | 


| visions of the bill, inasmuch as it undertook to say 
| what should or should not be property. ° 
The SPEAKER said that the amendment was 
| irregular, and not in order. 
Mr. GIDDINGS, with all due respect, appealed 
| from the decision. 
The SPEAKER stated the grounds of his de- 
| cision. 
Mr. GIDDINGS contended that his amendment 
| was perfectly legitimate and germane to a bill 
| which spoke of property; that it was competent to 
| say what was regarded as property; and that it did 
not mean persons. 

Mr. BRODHEAD moved that the appeal be 
| laid on the table. 
Mr. ASHMUN read an extract from the Man- 


| inconsistency of a proposition was not a question 
| which the Speaker was competent to decide. 
| The SPEA KER said that point could not now 
| be discussed, inasmuch as there was a motion 
pending to lay the appeal on the table. 

And the question having been taken, the appeal 
| was laid on the table. 

The question then recurred on the engrossment 

| of the bill for a third reading. 





| And that question having been decided in the af. | 
| firmative, the bill was (by general consent) read a 


| third time, and passed. 
| joint resolutions of the Legislature of New York, 
the purport of which was not stated. 

Objection was made. 


Judiciary, to which was referred the resolutions of 
the Legislature of the State of Massachusetts, con- 
cerning the naturalization laws, made a report 
thereon, concluding with the following resolution: 


| necessary for the preservation of the rights, inter- 
| ests, and morals of the people, or from the guard- 
| ence. 

Ordered, That said report be committed. 

Mr. R. moved the printing of 5,000 extra copies. 
| [Motion laid over.]} 


K. Walker, esq., his private secretary. 


He suggested, therefore, that, by general consent 
it should be read. 
So the message was read. 


the Mint at Philadelphia. (Laughter.] 


on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. T. B. KINGasked to introduce a joint res 


sham. 
Objection was made. 








|| depot. 
Objection was made. 





ual, with a view to show that the question of the | 


Mr. RATHBUN asked leave to present certain | 


Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the | 


That no alteration of the naturalization laws is | 
ing of the ballot-box against every improper influ- || 


A message in writing was received from the | 
President of the United States, by the hands of J. | 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL said the mes- | 
sage seemed to be short, and might be important. | 


It transmitted the annual report of the Director of | 


On motion of Mr. McK AY, the report was laid 


olution concerning the case of the late John Haber- || 





INGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


New Senms....No. 23. 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF said he did not often 
trouble the house. He hoped that the objection 
would be withdraygn. . 

Mr. W. HUNT suggested to Mr. B. so to mod- 
ify the resolution as to include Lake Ontario. 

Mr. WENTWORTH suggested that all the 
lakes should be included. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF said he would not object 
to the modification. 

But the objection to the introduction of the reso- 
lution having been persisted In, it was not received. 

Mr. G. W. JONES moved a suspension of the 
rules, for the purpose of entertaining a motion to 
print an extra number of the report in relation to 
the Mint. 

The House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. LEVIN, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which was referred the bill relative to tonnage 
duties, &e., on canal boats, reported an amendatory 
bill, and amended the title so as to read “* A bill 
licensing canal boats.” 

Mr. GRINNELL said a few words in opposi- 
tion to the bill as one of a dangerous character, 
and as affording the means of great frauds upon 
the revenue. 

Mr. BRODHEAD replied to the objections, and 
insisted that the bill had been so amended that it 

| could not reach the revenue, nor, therefore, dimin- 
ish it. 

Mr. GORDON remarked that the provisions of 
the bill were not well understood, nor what would 
be their effect if adopted. 

On his motion, the bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. M. L. MARTIN, on leave given, presented 
the following communication; which was read, and 
ordered to be entered at length on the Journal: 

* Aveustus C, Dongs, delegate from the Ter- 
‘ritory of lowa, and M. L. Martin, delegate from 
| * the ‘Territory of Wisconsin, not having a right 

‘to record their suflrages on the Journal of the 
‘ House on the joint resolution of notice to Great 
‘ Britain, passed on the 9th instant, and being pen- 
‘etrated with a firm conviction of the propriety of 
‘the measure, ask the indulgence of the House to 
‘express their own and the sense of their con- 
‘stituents, the people of the said Territories of 
| * Iowa and Wisconsin, in support of the said res- 
‘ olution of notice, and of the honorable and dig- 
‘nified attitude which the Government of their 
|| *country has assumed in vindication of its rights 
‘to the Oregon territory, and against the arrogant 
‘ pretensions of the British Government.” 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved 
| itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union, (Mr. Bropueap of Pennsylvania in 
| the chair;) 

And, on motion of Mr. McK., the committee 
took up the bill making appropriations for certain 
fortifications of the United States. 
| The reading of the bill through was, on the sug- 
» || gestion of Mr. McKay, dispensed with, and it 
| was read by sections. 

Mr. McKAY, in explanation of the bill, said it 
was the annual appropriation bill for fortifications, 
|| It provided simply for old works—for the repair or 
|, completion of works now in the progress of construc- 
tion. There were no new works provided for: any 

- || appropriations for commencing new works would 
/ emanate from the Committee on Military Affairs. 
A bill for that purpose was now on their table. 
The aggregate amount appropriated by this bill 


1 
\ 
1} 
| 


i 


Mr. BRINKERHOFF asked leave to offer the || was about a million of dollars—something like the 
following resolution which was read for information: || average amount of appropriations for fortifications 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- || for a number of years. 
ed to communicate to the House, at the earliest | 
practicable period, the result of the examination of | ceding session, in consequence of the state of the 
the principal harbors on Lake Erie by the officers | public treasury, $500,000. Some years before, 
of the Topographical Bureau; and also that he like- | the amount had been much larger. 
wise report therewith a statement of the officers or || 
head of that bureau, touching the comparative ad- | fication ever yet undertaken by this Government 
vantages and disadvantages of the several points ted 
| on that lake for the establishment of a naval | 


By the bill of the last 
session, $800,000 were appropriated ; at the pre- 


Mr. G. DAVIS inquired if there was any forti- 


| which had been comets ? 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL named several that 
| were completed. 


' ‘Mr. McK AY said a number had been completed. 
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But the Government was called upon, to be sure, 
frequently to make appropriations for repairs, as 
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that, too, without boasting in advance, or after the | 


ae : 
jobisdone. It wasas a means of frontier defence, | 


individuals were for their buildings and their pri- || and the vagy nee that he was now urging this | 
| 


vate works. ; 
Any member of the committee who had any cu- | 
riosity on the subject, by looking into Document | 
No. 2, being the report of the Chief Engineer, | 
would find full and detailed information in regard 
to all these works. And the gentieman from Ken- | 
tucky, if he wished still more fiinute information, | 
would find it in a report at the session of 1839-40 
of a board of engineer officers, organized for the 
purpose of revising a system of internal defence 
for the country, which gave minute information of 


all the works commenced, completed, and projected. | 
The only provision in this bill different from the | 
ordinary appropriation bills, was the second sec- | 


tion. That proposed to give the President discre- 
tionary authority to use the moneys a ipropriated 


any time, at his discretion, immediately after the 


ynssage of the act. 

Mr. McK. sent up to the Clerk's table, where it 
was read, a letter from the Secretary of War, ex- 
plaining the reasons for the necessity of this amend- 
ment. 


whether there was an appropriation included in 
this bill for ’ort Macon, North Carolina? 


Mr. McKAY replied that there was not; and | 


read from a communication of the Chief Engineer, 


stating that the works there were in astate of com- | 


Some further conversation too ace, and the 
suggestion was dropped for the present, no motion 
being made. 

Mr. McKAY moved an amendment, to come in 
after the 79th line, proposing, 

‘* For the armament of fortifications, $300,000.”’ 

Gentlemen (he said) need not be startled at the 
amount of this amendment. 


plete efficiency, and needed no aan. 
Pp 


in that bill upon the calendar for the present ses- 
sion. He simply proposed to transfer that appro- 
oriation from that bill to this, in order that it might 
ove the benefit of the second section, (which he 
had explained,) and be expended wherever in the 
judgment of the department it was thought a. 
te read from a communication of the Colonel of 
Ordnance, showing the propriety and expediency 
of the amendment. 


Mr. WENTWORTH did not wish to place him- | 
self in an attitude of hostility to this bill even con- | 
structively, the passage of which he could not 


doubt, or he would not interrupt it by saying what 
he intended to say. The great importance of the 
harbor and river bill, taken in connexion with the 
repeated vetoes, had forced him to the conviction | 
that it was his imperative duty to urge that in pre- 
ference to everything else. One session of Congress 
had learnt him much, and a second was learning 
him more, respecting the diplomacy and art of do- 
ing business here. 
bers that their only hope of safety for their local 
measures was in keeping them ahead of the gene- 
ral appropriation bills. ‘There was a class of poli- 
ticians in the House who only wanted to pass the 


ordinary appropriations, and then adjourn. New | 


members were - to think the ordinary appropria- 
tions so just and proper that they almost instinct- 
ively gave them the preference over local measures, 


and never thought of the consequences until it was | 


too late. 

He wanted the harbor and river bill to come up 
first. And then, if it passed, well enough. But, 
if defeated, he wanted to amend the bill before the 
House by inserting appropriations for harbors at 


| in the bill to the test of General Jackson in the 
Mr. CLARKE made an inquiry of Mr. McKay, 


This same item was | 
usually in the army appropriation bill. It was now 


And he would assure new mem- | 


measure. e wanted the northwestern members 
to look at this bill, and then at the navy bill, and 
see how well the southern and eastern sections of 1 
our Union are provided for. Something was due || 
to the northwest as the only means of defence. || 
How was that to be obtained? Only by the pas- 
sage of the harbor and river bill. 

The chairman of the Committee of Ways and | 
Means states that the works in the fortification bill || 
are old works, and refers to the report of the Sec- 
retary of War for the estimates. Mr. W. said that 
there was not a river in the bill to which he has 
alluded but came also under the head of old works; 
and not one is inserted in the bill which was not || 
recommended by the Secretary of War. He re- | 
ferred to those estimates, as he also did ta the esti- 
mates for harbors. He went back to the days 
of Monroe, when the appropriations were first 
made, and traced them down through the Admin- | 


| istrations of Adams, Jackson, Van Buren, and || 


Tyler; and he would submit every appropriation 


Wabash, and also in the Maysville road veto. 

This bill, he noticed, was styled a fortification 
bill. This might be the case; but he could not 
consent to its being called a general fortification 
bill, as the lake country was not provided for. 
Hie knew that many members were opposed to the | 
harbor and river bill, because they believed it pro- 
viding for a wild and unlimited system of internal 
lmprovements. But the improvements were no | 
more internal than those provided for in the bill | 
now under discussion; and he could not under- 
stand how that southern improvements were con- | 
sidered external, and therefore constitutional, 
whilst northern ones were internal, and therefore 
unconstitutional, and that, too, when the South | 
was thousands of miles from a foreign power, and || 
the North directly under its batteries. || 

Mr. W. never went home without going in sight || 
of the British red coats, and through narrow pass- | 
es where shot and cannon could easily be aimed at 
objects from one shore to the other; and yet mem- 
bers talked about lake harbors, as if they were in- 
ternal improvements. In case of war, if we ex- | 
pect to take and keep exclusive possession of the 
lakes, we must have harbors where we can build 
and shelter our vessels. And in such a light, Mr. 
W. did insist that the lake harbors were entitled to 
the immediate consideration of the House. 

The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means had said that if this bill passed early, Gov- 
ernment could go directly at the work. The same |) 
reasoning applied to lake harbors. Pass the bill |, 
now, and much can be done towards expediting 
the work by the opening of navigation in the 
spring. It will be remembered that the appropri- | 
ation of last year was lost, and a great deal of 
damage was done thereby to the works in an un- 
finished state. Hence the greater importance of | 
an early appropriation. 

Mr. W. alluded to the opposition among a cer- 
tain class of politicians at the northeast to lake 
harbors, on the ground of internal improvement. | 
Mr. W. called up the subject of the fishing boun- 
ties on the Atlantic coast. He had statistics in his | 
hand, showing that— | 
Maine had over.......++.+++.++-$2,000,000 | 
New Hampshire over..........+++-466,000 | 
DA aRSRCHUNCED «00.050 0.9.0.0. 00:0/0 ¥0:00:08 gO 
Rhode Island. ......sscccececccees 434,000 | 
Connecticut .....ccccccscccccscces 2l1,000 
New York....eecesocccecceccess 0ls471,000 


Feb. 10 


we 





Ohio. eer ee eee een ee ee eeee -$23,136,736 16 
Indiana . 6... +6 eee ee cece eee 019,649,154 49 


THim0iS. . «0. oe oe ee ee ee ee oe eo 017,230,379 40 


Michigan... ...++++++s0+0++++11,674,860 96 
WISCONSIN... +++. eeseeee cere 3,641,785 54 
SL 


75,332,916 55 


ee, 
ee 


Of this, no less than the following amount was 
paid the past year: 

OND seca ice vemiesvcncsesQRORTii 90 

Indiana... ..sseeceececeeces ee +e116,656 39 

Timoie . oo 00 cc ccccwscecccscces SOB,R9G 01 

PENUE ws v0dethobes dbecéveds 26,795 26 

WISCONSIN. 2 ooo 000000 eee e000 00455651 46 


ee 

$1,368,710 40 
Now, the whole harbor and river bill (eastern 
and western) does not amount to but $1,348,000: 
not quite $600,000 of which is for lake harbors, * 
The whole amount for lake harbors ever grant- 
ed is but $2,800,000. This is less than the esti- 
mate for the completion of the Delaware break- 
water; but little more than the Norfolk harbor, Vir- 





| ginia; and but the same as the fishing bounties to 


the single States of Maine, New Hampshire, and 


|| Rhode Island. 


This neglect, Mr. W. hoped would continue no 
longer. Numerically speaking, the lakes were 
weak on this floor. But few members ever saw 
the lakes, and surprisingly few represented any 
ay of the five thousand miles of lake coast. 
n his State he was the only member that lived 
on the lakes, or travelled them. The lake mem- 
ber from Indiana was also solitary and alone. 
The most of the lake members came here for the 


first time at the present session; and, save the 


gentleman from the Cleveland district, Ohio, [Mr. 


_GrppinGs,] not a member from the lake coast re- 
gion had yet served out his second term. Few and 


inexperienced, they had both numbers and very 
long experience to contend against. 

Mr. W. was deeply sensible of the disparity, 
and could only rely upon the justice of his cause. 


He said during the last year there were 60 lives 


lost, 36 vessels driven ashore, 20 total wrecks, 4 
sunk, at a damage of $200,000; in the last five 
years, 400 lives lost, and $1,000,000, exclusive of 


fines and appropriations. 


He said the lake commerce was more extensive 
than would be supposed from the very small num- 
ber of lake representatives on this floor. 

In 1845, there were 17 vessels of 4,598 tons, 
built on Lake Ontario; and between Buffalo and 
Chicago, 48 vessels of 10,207 tons; in all the lakes, 
save Champlain, 65 vessels of 15,000 tons, costing 
oa. In the last five years, were built above 
Niagara Falls 180 vessels, costing $2,500,000. Of 


_ these, 3] were steamboats, and 4 propellers. In 
the whole lake trade, Mr. W. estimated 60 steam- 


boats, 20 propellers, 50 brigs, 270 schooners; ma- 


king 400 vessels of 80,000 tons; costing $4,000,000. 


here are now building on the stocks between 
Chicago and Buffalo, 10 steamboats, 12 propellers, 
and 12 sail vessels—34 in all. There are 6,000 ac- 
tive seamen on these lakes, and their commerce the 
past season has beep all of $125,000,000. 

Mr. W. gave the following statement, which he 
believed correct, of the amount of revenue collect- 
ed for the two fiscal years, running from Ist of 
July, 1843, to 30th of June, 1845, at all the ports 
of entry on the northern lakes, and the amount 
collected each year at each port: 





Amount collected |Ainount collected 


Port of Entry. from July 1, 1843, | from July 1, 1844, 



































' ; ‘ , to June 30, 1844. | to June 30, 1645. 
some of the more prominent points on the lakes And whilst eastern sailors got all this advantage, | 
as the only means of lake defence. He alluded to | there were some members from the east who would | Vermont ....... $15,855 66 $14,622 84 
the situation of Erie, Cleveland, Chicago, and other | not give the sailors upon the lakes a single harbor Champlain ..... 10,486 66 12,095 90 
points in case of a war, (a contingency to which | in which to shelter themselves ina storm. Boun- | Oswegatchie.... .| 2,093 24 2,883 40 
this bill looked,) and inquired how the nation pro- | ties western sailors did not ask; and yet they paid | Sackett’s Harbor 1,056 48 608 57 
posed to defend them. If he knew anything of, no small share of those given to the sailors at the | Oswego ....0.+- 5,219 57 7,770 54 
the sentiments of the ple of the lakes—and out || East—he would not here say undeservedly, be- Niagara........ 3,611 41 3,462 85 
of the whole House, he was the only member fin cause he did not believe in detracting from one sec- | Genesee.....+.- 1,234 31 1,203 95 
i ee such a way were the districts apportioned) who | tion for the benefit of another; but this he would |) Buffalo......... 8,000 52 10,123 96 
travelled their whole length toget here—they would | say, he loved a sailor wherever he found him; and Cape Vincent.... 1,961 09 779 40 
ae be satisfied with the perfection of their present har- further would add, both for the benefit of the lake | Presque Isle.... 171 70 312 66 
¥ bor plans, so that their vessels-of-war could be safe ;, and the Atlantic sailors, that there was no class of Cuyahoga....+- 2,431 37 3,455 43 
from the tremendous gales that suddenly swept the | men that worked so hard and risked so much for | Sandusky....-- 200 11 468 77 
oh ai lakes. ‘ | so little pay. He said there were seven Statesand Miami ......... 70 16 43 84 
a A voice: “ And the British.’’] | one Territory bordering the lakes. How much | Detroit......... 3,205 29 4,704 19 
e *? ‘o, sir; we are not so much in fear of the Brit- || they paid for the benefit of other sections through || Michilimackinac 179 30 462 56_ 


ish. Give us first-rate harbors to protect us in| the tariff, he would not say; but here were the | 
storms, and we will take care of the British; and | proceeds of the sales of the public lands: | 
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~ Mr. W. said that there was now direct commu- 
nication from Chicago to Montreal and Quebec, 
and soon would be to Liverpool and all the world. 


Indeed, beef is now packed at Chicago for the | 


British market direct. And yet members call these 
lake harbors internal improvements! 


Mr. W. defended the Hudson and Mississippi || 


river improvements as absolutely necessary in giv- 
ing the great West a choice of the New Orleans 
and New York markets, and continued a long while 
ia urging the claims of the West to further appro- 

riations, and in contrasting the amount it had re- 
ceived with that of the South and East. But, for 
all this, he made no war on any southern or east- 


ern appropriation, which he deemed right of itself. | 


He at length closed, by stating that he hoped that 
the present bill would pass, and that it would be 
the very last that would be allowed to take prece- 
dence of the river and harbor bill. It certainly 
would be the last with his consent. 


Mr. FICKLIN moved an amendment to the || 


amendment, as follows: 

‘For the Cumberland road, in the State of Ohio, 
‘fifty thousand dollars; in the State of Indiana, 
‘one hundred thousand dollars; and in the State 
‘of Illinois, one hundred thousand dollars; to be 
‘paid out of any money in the treasury not other- 
‘ wise appropriated.” 

A question of order being raised against the 
amendment, 

The CHAIR ruled it out of order, as proposing 
to imbody in this an appropriation contained in an- 
other bill, and for another class of works. 

Mr. WENTWORTH expressed the hope that 
if the present chairman [Mr. Bropueap] should 
be chairman when the harbor and river bill came 
up, he would make the same decision, as one har- 
bor bill had already been vetoed in consequence 
of it. 

The amendment of Mr. McKay was then 
adopted. 

Mr. S. ADAMS wished, before disposing of the 
bill, that the vote should be taken on each of the 
appropriations separately; but after some conver- 
sation, waived the request for the present. 

Oa motion of Mr. McKAY, the bill was then 
laid aside to be reported to the House. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the bill making ap- 
propriations ‘* for the permet of revolutionary 

and other pensioners of the United States for the 
ear ending 30th June, 1847,’’ was taken up; and 
1aving been read by the Clerk, 

Mr. McKAY explained that the bill simply pro- 
vided for the payment of pensions now granted 
under existing laws. It appropriated between six- 
teen and seventeen Sesment thousand dollars, and 


there were some two hundred and fifty thousand | 


dollars appropriated by another bill, making about 
two millions for pensions, in addition to the in- 
definite appropriations under the acts of 1828 and 
1832. 

Mr McK. pointed out as a defect in the existing 
pension laws, to which he hoped the Commit- 
tee on Pensions would direct their attention, the 
provisions of the law of 1832, by which pensions 
allowed under it took effect from the 4th of March, 
1831. There were numerous claims for pensions 
abr which, if passed upon emi went 

ack to that date; so that a small pension—sa 
eighty dollars a year—amounted to a very sonal 
erable sum for the arrearages, and -held out great 
temptation to the commission of perjury. 


the law. 

Mr. TIBBATTS moved the following amend- 
ment: 

** Be it further enacted, That the act of Congress 
passed July seventh, eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, entitled ‘* An act granting half-pay and pen- 
sions to widows,”’ and the several acts and resolu- 
tions amendatory or explanatory thereof be, and 
the same are hereby, amended, so that any widow 
who shall have been married previous to the first 
day of January, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred, shall be entitled to and shall receive such 
annuity Or pension as, by the provision of said 
acts and resolutions hereby amended, she would 
now be entitled to receive had she been married 
prior to the first day of January, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four. 

“Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the 
pensions granted by this act, and by the acts and 
resolutions hereby amended, shall be continued 
during the life of such widow, subject in all re- 





He || 
thought that some amendment should be made in | 





ESSION 





spects (except as is herein otherwise provided) to 
| the rules, limitations, and conditions in and by 
said acts and resolutions made and provided. 

** Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That all per- 
sons who shall become widows after the passage 
| of this act, or who shall be by its provisions en- 
titled to an annuity or pension, the same shall 
commence from and after the death of her or their 
said husbands, and not before: Provided, Nothing 
| herein contained shall operate to the prejudice of 
| any person who is now entitled to a pension or 
| pensions, and whose application therefor is on file 
in the pension office, under any act or acts or res- 
olutions hereby amended. 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That no wi- 
| dow claiming a pension whose husband’s game 
| was borne upon the pension roll at the time of his 
| decease, shall be required, in any such case, to 
| furnish any further evidence that said husband was 
| entitled to a pension; nor shall any evidence in any 
| case be required to entitle a widow to a pension, 
| when the evidence is in the archives or possession 


|| of the Government: Provided, That in all cases 


| where, by any law of the United States, the widow 
| of any officer or soldier of the Revolution may be 
entitled, as such, to a pension, no otheror further 
proof of her marriage shall be required than rea- 
sonable evidence of reputation of such marriage 
with the deceased officer or soldier: nd provided 
further, That all widows of revolutionary officers 
and soldiers who have already been placed on the 
pension roll shall be entitled to the provisions of 
| this act without being compelled to make any new 
application to the Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. McKAY raised the objection to the amend- 
ment that it was out of order. 

Mr. B. THOMPSON concurred in the objection, 


prescribes that 

‘* No appropriation shall be reported in such 
‘ general appropriation bills, or be in order as an 
‘amendment thereto, for any expenditure not pre- 
‘ viously authorized by law, unless in continuation 
| of appropriations for such public works and ob- 
‘ jects as are already in progress, and for the con- 
‘tingencies for carrying on the several depart- 
‘ ments of the Goverment.” 


| diate object of the bill, and as tending to throw, if 
| the principle were admitted, the whole system of 
pensions into the appropriation bills. 

An animated conversation took place upon the 

oint of order, in which Messrs. THOMPSON, 

IBBATTS, and G. DAVIS participated. 

The CHAIRMAN sustained the objection, and 
ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. TIBBATTS appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 

The appeal was briefly discussed by Messrs. 
HAMLIN, HOPKINS, TIBBATTS, McDOW- 
ELL, FARAN, RHETT, SCHENCK, GAR- 
RETT DAVIS, and McKAY. 

And pending the question on the appeal, 

On motion of Mr. C. B. SMITH, the committee 
rose, and the chairman reported its action to the 
House. 





FORTIFICATION BILL. 


The amendment having been concurred in, this 
bill was ordered to a third reading at this time. 

And having been read a third time, and the 
question being, ‘ Shall this bill pass?” 

Mr. HOPKINS asked the yeas and nays, which 
were refused. 
| And the question having been taken, the bill was 
| passed. Whereupon, the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- 


A COR 


and founded it on the 81st rule of the House, which 


He also objected to it as irrelevant to the imme- | 


_ 


By Mr. McCLELLAND: The petition of Julius Eldred 
& Sons, praying remuneration for services, and the reim- 
bursement of expenses, in removing the copper rock from 
Lake Superior to Washington city. Also, the petition of 
Felicite MeKosky, for a new warrant for land in lieu of lost 
land warrant No. 1628, for 300 acres of land, 

By Mr. BIGGS: The petition of Abraham Twine and 44 
others, citizens of Currituck eounty, North Carolina. Also, 
the petition of Joseph Halsey and 55 others, citizens of Tyr- 
rell county, North Carolina, praying an appropriation to re- 
open Roanoke inlet, at Nag’s head: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. Also, the petition of Spencer Daniel 
and 44 others, citizens of Currituck county, North Caroli- 
na, praying the establishment of a post-route from Powell’s 
Point or Elizabeth City, to Roanoke island and Nag*s head: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of the citizens of 
Illinois, assembled in convention at Rockford, Illinois, for 
atmarine hospital and naval depot at Chicago, and a ship 
canal to connect Lake Michigan and the Mississippi river: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. Also, the petition 
of George N. Lawrence and other citizens of Kane ecunty, 
illinois, for the abolition of capital punishment: referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. Also, the petition of Mary 
Stanton, for a pension: referred to the Committee on Reyo- 
lutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. "PERRY: The memorial of sundry citizens of Ma- 
ryland, praying for the adjustment and payment of the awards 
and certificates of the Mexican indemnity. 

By Mr. COCKE: The petition of Robert Ellis, of the coun- 
ty of Campbell, State of ‘Tennessee, praying Congress to grant 
him a pension tor disabilities incurred as a soldier in the war 
of the Revolution, 

By Mr. BRINKERHOFF: The memorial of 48 citizens of 
New Haven, Huron county, Ohio, praying the establishment 
ofa naval depot at Sandusky City, on Lake Erie: referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. BEDINGER: The petition of Jacob Spade: refer- 
red to the Commitee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DELANO: The memorial of 107 voters and citi- 
zens of Obio, praying Congress for an appropriation for the 
construction of a wire suspension bridge across the eastern 
branch of the Ohio river, at Wheeling, 

By Mr. HAMPTON: The petition and papers of J. Speak- 
man, asking for indemnity for loss sustained by him ina 
contract with the War Department: referred to the Commit- 
tee of Claims. 

By Mr. McILVAINE: The petition of Craig, Bellas, & 
Co,, and 47 other commercial firms and citizens of Philadel- 
phia, praying that the light-house upon Brandywine shoals 
may be completed, 

By Mr. JAMES H. JOHNSON: The petition of James 
S. Hoyt and 57 other citizens of Newport, Sullivan county 
New Hampshire, for a congress of nations to settle national 


| disputes: referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


By Mr. ABBOTT: The petition of Enoch Pondgro and 


| 306 others, citizens of Georgetown, in the State of Massa- 


chusetts, praying that a congress of nations may be insti- 
tuted for the settiement of national disputes. 

By Mr. MeCLELLAND: The petition of Joseph Dun- 
can, of Monroe county, Michigan, for a pension, Also, the 
petition of George Cornelius and others, citizens of Ann 
Arbor, in the State of Michigan, for the repeal of the third 
and fourth sections of the act of 1793, concerning fugitives 
from justice, and persons escaping from the service of their 
inasters. 

By Mr. JAMES THOMPSON: The resolutions of the 
Pennsylvania Legislature for the improvement of the Alie- 
ghany, Ohio, and Mississippi rivers by the National Gov- 


| ernment, from Olean on the Alleghany river, the highest 
| port of entry in the latter, to the Gulf of Mexico; and also 


recommending a modification of the onerous tolls on the 
canal around the Falls of the Ohio: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

By Mr. NIVEN: The petition of Jonathan Brown, of Sul- 
livan county, New York, praying for a pension for services 


| rendered during the war ofthe Revolution: referred to the 


sented under the rule, and referred to the appro-_ 


priate committees : 


By Mr. CATHCART: The petition of A. Wilcox and 65 
citizens of Kosciusko county, Indiana, praying Congress to 
make a railroad to Oregon. 


By Mr. LUMPKIN: The petition of a respectable num- 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Also, the petition 
of Susan Belknap, widow of Gen, Jsaac Belknap, of Orange 
county, New York, praying for a pension: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. LEWIS: The petition of Captains Vane and Me- 
Auley, for the completion of Cattaraugus harbor: referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

By Mr. MeCLERNAND: The petition of numerous citi- 
zens of Jefferson county, [linois, praying Congress to estab- 
lish an armory and foundry at Fort Massac, on the Ohio 
river, in the State of Ilinois. 

By Mr. DODGE: The memorial from the Legislative As- 


| sembly of the Territory of Iowa, praying the passage of a 


law to submit the question of disputed boundary between 
that Territory and the State of Missouri, to the Supreme 
Court of the United States; referred to the Committee on 
Territories. Also, the memorial from the Legislative Assem- 
bly of the Territory of Iowa, asking an appropriation for the 


| construction of a public wharf at the towa of Keokuk; re- 


ferred to the Committee on Commerce. Also, the memo- 


| rial from the Legislative Assembly ofthe Territory of Iowa, 


asking an appropriation sufficient to pay a competent engi- 


| neer to make a survey of the Des Moines river, and to de- 


signate the proper places for dams with a view to the slack 


| water vavigation of that river; referred to the Committee 


on Roads and Canals. Also, the memorial from the Legis- 


| lative Assembly of the Territory of Towa, praying an appro- 
|| priation to improve the Agency road, so called: referred to 


ber of citizens of De Kalb county, Georgia, praying the es- || 


tablishment of a mail-route from Stone Mountain Depot, on 


the Georgia railroad, via Lawrenceville and Gainesville, to | 


Clarksville, in Habersham county, Georgia: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. FOSTER: The petition of the heirs of Captain 
Nehemiah Stokely, for commutation pay; referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


By Mr. THOMAS SMITH: The papers in relation to the | 


claim of Lydia Lockwood, for a pension, (which papers were 
withdrawn from the Pension Office;) referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


~aigeliceeanares 


| the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


By Mr. J. G. CHAPMAN: The petition of Zachariah 
Walker, for compensation for services rendered in saving 
the records in the Capitol at the time of its conflagration 
in 1814. ‘ 

By Mr. A. JOHNSON: Vhe memorial of Captain David 


| Rogers, of Hawkins county, Tennessee, asking compensa- 


tion for services rendered the United States in the year 
1836; which was referred to the Committee on Military 


Affairs. 
By Mr. TRUMBO: The petition of Griffin Kelley, of Clark 


| county, Kentucky, praying for a pension for wounds receiv- 
| ed in the service of the United States in the defence of the 


northwestern frontier from the attacks of the Ipdians. 
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and representatives of Ferdinand Hopkins, deceased pray- 
ing for remuneration for revolutionary services, and mon- 
eys advanced for the Government, and depredations com- | 
mitted during the revolutionary war: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claiins. a | 

By Mr. LUMPKIN: The petition of sundry citizens of 


ing that Congress provide in some constitutional way for the | 
uasemblage of a congress of nations to settle all national | 


on Foreign Affairs. . 
iy Mr. DELANO; The petition of 100 voters of Knox | 
county, praying Congress to establish a semi-weekly mail 
route from Columbus to Coshocton, Ohio, via New Albany, 
Johnstown, Utiea, Martinsburg, Bladensburg, West Bed- 
ford, andAtoscor. | 
By Mr, SAWYER: The petition from citizens of Ohio, 
for 1 naval depot at Maumee bay,in said State; referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affhirs, 

By Mr. LA SERE: The petition from Thomas Reed, of 
New Orleans, praying for a pension: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the petition of Maunsel 
White, W. A. Gasquet, J. N. Lavillebeuvre, P. De Buys, 
and 290 others, merchants of New Orleans and Mobile, and 
inhabitants of Biloxi, praying for the erection of a light- | 
house at or neur Biloxi: referred to the Committee on Com- | 
Ineree, j 

By Mr. MARTIN: The petition of Ephraim Shaler, late a 
captain of the United States army, fora pension ; referred to | 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the petition of 
citizens of Brown county, Wisconsin, for the improvement 
of Fox and Wisconsin rivers. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH, The petition of citizens of 
Lake county, Ulinois, for a harbor and light-house at Little 
Fort, Lake county, Mlinois: referfed to the Committee on 
Commerce. Also, the petition for a mail route from Lit- 
tle Fort, Minois, via Antioch, to Solon, IHinois: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads.  Al- 
80, for a change of mail route from Roscoe to Beloit: re- 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads. j 

By Mr. J.G. CHAPMAN: The petition of George Young | 
and others, citizens of the District of Columbia, praying tor 


protection to their fisheries. 


By Mr. BRINKERHOFF: The proceedings of a public 


meeting of citizens of Vermillion, Ohio, relative to the im- 
provement of the harbor at that place: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of Sarah Felton, of Wen- 
dall, Massachusetts, widow of Stephen Felton, a private in 
the revolutionary war, praying for a pension. Also, the pe- 
tition of Relief Gibson, of Massachusetts, widow of Thom- 
as Gibson, a private, and also a non-commissioned officer 
in the revolutionary war, praying fora pension. Also, sun- 
dry petitions and documents, praying for the payment of 


spoliations by the French prior to 1800: referred to the | 


Conunittee on Foreign Affairs. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 11, 1846. 


The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a mes- | 
sage from the President of the United States, 
transmitting the Report of the Director of the Mint | 
at Philadelphia, showing the operations of the | 
Mint and Branch Mints for the year 1845; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance, and or- | 
dered to be printed. 

Also, a memorial of merchants and other citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying the construction of 


harbors on the eastern side of Reedy island, and 


at Bomba hook, in the Delaware river; which was 
referrred to the Confmittee on Commerce. 

Mr. CHALMERS presented a series of resolu- | 
tions adopted by the Legislature of the State of 
Mississippi, instructing their Representatives, and | 
requesting their Senators, to direct their efforts to | 
obtain the passage ofa law reducing and graduating 
the price of the public lands, and modifying the 
pre-emption laws in favor of actual settlers; and 


also to procure the issuing of patents by the Uni- | 
ted States for the lands granted to the State of Mis- | 


the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. C. also presented the proceedings of a meet- 


ing of citizens of Lawrence county, State of Mis- || 


sissippi, in favor of a grant of public land to aid 
in improving the navigation of Pearl river; which 


es which were referred to the Committee on | 


were referred to the Committee on Public Lands, | 


and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. CASS presented resolutions passed by the || which report was read, and ordered to be printed. 


Legislature of the State of Michigan, instructing 


the Senators and requesting the Representatives of | 


that State in Congress to vote for the joint resolu- | 
tion for giving notice to the British Government of | 
the termination of the convention of the 6th of || 
August, 1827, between the United States and Great || 
Britain, concerning the Oregon territory; and de- || 
elaring as their opinion that the American conti- |! 


nents should not be subject to future colonization 


By Mr. JACOB THOMPSON ; The petition of the heirs 


Clarke and Jackson counties, in the State of Georgia, pray- |] 


disputes, as a substitute for war ; referred to the Committee | 


by any European power; which were read and or- || 
a 


dered to be printed. 


Mr. DIX presented two petitions of citizens of | Committee on Finance. 


New York, praying the abrogation of certain trea- || 











ties made with the Seneca Indians; which were | 


referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, it was 
Ordered, That the report of the Committee of 
Claims on the petition of William Morrow, be 
recommitted to that committee. 


Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- || was desirous of being present when ac 
|| taken on the bill, and he therefore asked that iis 


| consideration be postponed; which was agreed to 


tion; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be | 


directed to cause to be made an examination of the 


| — lands subject to overflow in the State of Ar- 


the Mississippi, Arkansas, White, 


ansas, by 
, and St. Francis rivers in said State; 


Black, Rec 


the quantity of land overflowed by each river; the | 
quantity overflowed by the Mississippi and Ar- | 


kansas rivers, and lying between and included 
within the boundaries formed by those rivers, the 
Louisiana line, and the highlands westward of the 


lands so overflowed; and that he report the amount | , 
: flowed ; a || Mr. Woopsince, was considered and agreed 10, 


necessary to protect those lands from overflow, to- 
gether with a plan for that object, at the present 
session of Congress. 

Mr. JARNAGIN submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of the Treasury be directed to transmit 
to the Senate such documents, papers, and evidence 


when, and under what authority, Emilio Voss was 
appointed agent on the part of the United States to 
receive payment of money payable by the Govern- 
ment of Mexico to the United States; whether he 
is a citizen of the United States, or otherwise; upon 
what terms he was so appointed; whether said ap- 
pointment was made at the instance or with the 
consent. of the parties entitled to the said money 
when received; whether any objections have ever 
been made by said claimants, or any of them, to 


| 
| 


said appointment, or the continuance of the same; | 
whether said Voss has regularly communicated to | : S 
|| or any of them, for claims on bonds given by them 


the United States the receipt of money under said 
appointment; what communications, if any, have 
been made by said Voss to the Government of the 
United States in reference to the two instalments 


which fell due in April and July, 1844; whether | 


the said Voss’s said appointment still continues in 
force, or, if revoked, when, and in what manner; 
whether said Voss has ever paid over, or offered 


to pay over, to the United States any orders, drafts, | 


or other instruments received by him, or alleged to 


be so received, on account of said instalments, and | 


what measures have been taken by the Govern- 


information upon said matters; and whether the | 
_moneys appropriated by Congress at its last ses- 
sion for the payment of said instalments have been | 


paid to the claimants; and if not, upon what ground 
such payment has been withheld. 
[A message was received from the House of 


passed an act making appropriations for certain 
fortifications of the United States, for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1847. 

Also, an act to extend the powers of the several 
Orphans’ courts held in and for the District of Co- 
oe 
Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 


_to whom was referred ‘* A bill to provide for the 


payment of the public debt in certain cases,’’ re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, submitted a report upon the petition 


_of Henry Ballard, accompanied by a bill for his 


relief; which report was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported adverse to the petition of Hannah 
Branch, praying a pension; which report was 
read, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. A., also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report upon the petition of Jane Hoyt; 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported adverse to the petition of Caroline 
KE. Saunders, praying a_ pension; which report 
was read, and ordered to be printed. 

The act received from the House this morning 
in relation to Orphans’ courts of the District of 
Columbia, was read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia. 

The bill received from the House of Representa- 
tives this morning, making eppropriations for cer- 
tain fortifications, was read, and referred to the 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 


| 





| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| the motion for the reconsideration of the 


Feb. 11 


’ 


taken several or since upon the bill for dent 


tlement of the claims of New Hampshire agains 
the United States; when oe 
Mr. ATHERTON stated that his col] 


: : eague 
who was absent in consequence of indis : 


position, 
tion Was 


The following resolution, submitted yesterd 
by Mr. Cass, was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be ip. 
structed to report to the Senate whether any naval 
armament is necessary upon Lake Superior, and 
if any, to what extent, and what is the best and 
most economical mode of providing for the nay 
defence of that part of the United States, 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday by 


ay 


al 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy report 
to the Senate such information as may remain in 
his departmant, eens the fitness of the har- 
bor at the mouth of Grand river, in the State of 
Michigan, for a naval depot, together with such 
views and comments as may seem to him appro- 
priate, relative to the expediency of establishing 


; ; . | at that place, or elsewhere in said State of Mic] 
s may be ieir possession severally, stating || © : . me 
oe ee : eeaas 1 gan, such naval depot. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 


| the adverse report of the Committee on Indian 


| Affairs upon the petition of John A. Ragan; which 





report was concurred in. 

Also, the act for the relief of Nathaniel God- 
dard & Co.; when 

Mr. JOHN M. CLAYTON requested that it 
be passed by informally; which was agreed to. 

Dan the bill to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to make an arrangement or compromise 
with Manele M. Quackenboss and his co-obligors, 


as sureties to the United States; which was con- 
sidered as in committee of the whole, reported to 
the Senate without amendment, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


[A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States. } 

The Senate also proceeded to the consideration 
of ‘A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of George Duval, a Cherokee Indian;”’ which was 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, when, 


| on suggestion of Mr. JARNAGIN, Mr. SEVIER 
ment of the United States, and where, to procure | 


assenting thereto, the further consideration of the 
bill was postponed for the present. 
Also, the ** bill to repeal a part of the act entitled 
‘An act supplementary to the several laws for the 
sale of the public lands,’’’ approved April 5, 1832, 
and for other purposes; which was considered as 


|| in committee of the whole, reported to the Sen- 
Representatives, announcing that the House had || 


ate without amendment, and ordered to be engross- 


ed for a third reading. 


Also, the bill for the relief of Elijah White; which 
was read a second time, considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, and reported to the Senate with- 


| out amendment. 


Mr. PEARCE expressed himself not satisfied as 
to the justice of the claim of the petitioner, and 
asked further time to look into it. 

Mr. ATCHISON offered a few remarks, show- 
ing that the relief proposed to be rendered was call- 
ed for, just, and equitable. He had not, however, 
any objection to the postponement of the consid- 
eration of the bill, if the Senator [Mr. Pearce} 
had any doubt as to its justice. ; 

The further consideration of the bill was there- 
fore postponed. . 

The Senate further proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the bill to aid the State of Mississippi in the 


construction of a railroad from Jackson, through 


Brandon, to the western boundary of Alabama; 
when 
Mr. ASHLEY suggested that its further con- 
sideration be postponed, in consequence of the ab- 
sence of the gentleman who had reported it, [Mr. 
Speicut;] which was agreed to. < 
The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William D. reo was then taken 
f ideration; when 
3 Mr. CALHOUN called for the reading of the re- 
rt thereon, and other documents accompany!ng 
the report, which was ordered; and the Secretary 
roceeded to read. 
; Pending the reading, Mr. DICKINSON moved 
that the reading be suspended, the previous orders 
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ostponed, and that the Senate resume the consid- 
Fation of the special order of yesterday. 


THE NOTICE. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the joint resolution on the subject of notifying 
Great Britain of the termination of the convention 
providing for the joint occupancy of the Oregon 
territory. 

Mr. ALLEN resumed his remarks, with the 
assertion that in the assertion of her claims, Great 
Britain had not been influenced so much by her 
actual right towhat she claimed as by her own 
imaginary superiority over us in strength. And 
this view entered into the arguments of those 
among ourselves who were opposed to a proper 
yindication of our rights; who maintained that we 
ought to surrender them, because we were not in 


would obtain what she claimed at the point of the 
to receive the tone of our thoughts and feelings 


understood in England; and, in all the parliament- 


| 


| 





_ and then instituted comparisons for the purpose of 
| proving that, in point of durability, our institutions 

could be exhibited to great advantage in opposition 
| to the limited monarchy of Englan¢é. The changes 

in her prime ministers were more frequent than 
| those of our Presidents. Her parliaments nomi- 
| nally elected for seven years, but whenever popu- 
| lar clamor required it, they were dissolved by the 
| Crown. 
| had been thirteen parliaments, averaging to each 
| only three years and one month, 


uring the wars of the close of the last century 
D> y ’ 


‘| she was compelled to incur her heavy debt in order 
|| to pay the foreign navies which she subsidized, 
|| taxing her people to the amount of sixty-five mil- 


lions of pounds annually for twelve years. 


| notwithstanding she has enjoyed thirty years of 
|| peace, this enormous debt still remains unreduced, 
a condition to resist the power of Great Britain, | 
and because, owing to her vast superiority, she | 


and her taxes amount now to fifty-two millions of 
pounds per annum—little less than when she had 


| all the navies of Europe in her pay. She was at 
sword. We were therefore not only compelled |  y 
|| taxes amounted to fifty-two millions, the total 
from her, but also her mandates. All this was well | 


|| lions. 


ary speeches, we never heard of any one who as- | 


serted that she was not able to carry her purposes 


|| We were to turn and run. 


through, or that her power was even likely to be | 


weakened in a contest with our Democracy. No 


herarm. She tells us that she has rights in Oregon 
which she will cause to be respected; and that if we 
adopt certain measures she will consider the act as 


this moment a pauper; for in one year, when her | 


value of her exports reached only fifty-one mil- 
Yet in this condition of weakness and pov- 
erty, she was held up to us as a power from which 


strong enough for all the purposes of our destiny, 


‘| and nothing is required but to expel the delusion 
one there urged timid counsels in order to paralyze | 


cause of war. There is no crouching there, by | 


declarations that she is not prepared. Had it been 
with Mexico, instead of Great Britain, that we 
had had to deal, we should have given this notice, 
and been in possession of the territory fifteen 
yéars ago. He reasserted that England would 
not dare to fight. He did not say that she had not 
courage to fight. It would be the height of folly 
to charge an Englishman with want of courage. 
Great Britain would calculate the effect of the 
measure on her own interests, and, if she found 
they were not likely to be benefited, she would 
find a way to evade a contest. She has colonies 
which she cannot afford to lose, while our posses- 
sions lie contiguous, and are confined to our soil. 
And even could she obtain Oregon, she would noi 
be able to retain it twenty-five years, before it 
would be reached and occupied by an advancing 
population, which is doubling every few years. 


| 


which has been thrown about the public mind as | 
|| to the power of Great Britain. 


All we have to do 
is, to do as her statesmen do—not to depreciate our 
own power while we exaggerate hers. 


| He then took a view of our own institutions, 
'| and their beneficial effect on the people. They 


|| have existed more than half a century, unstained 
| by the blood of a single individual for political 
| offences. With twenty millions of people, power- 
|| ful enough to do wrong, and five thousand prisons, 
| there is not one of these twenty millions incarce- 
|| rated in one of these prisons on any political 


|| charge. 


A short time since there was one impris- 


|| oned for a political offence, but so strong was the 


|| force of public sympathy in his favor, that even | 


they who imprisoned him opened the prison doors, 
and invited, and urged, and coaxed him to accept 
of his liberty. Throughout the remoter sections 
of our country, a magistrate is mounted on his 
horse, travels to a distant court-house, holds his 


| court, pronounces judgment, and secures the ex- 


lhe first act of our Government, in case of war, | 


would be to expel the British power from all her 


will count the cost before she goes into a war. 
He then took a view of the extensive possessions 
of Great Britain over the world, and the numerous 
population subject to her sway, and the difficulties 
she had to contend with in the government of her 
twenty-seven colonies, consisting of almost entirely 
a people foreign in their birth and habits. The 


' 


possessions on this continent: Knowing this, she | 


ecution without the aid of a sword or even a 
cudgel. And this because the hearts of the people 
vindicate the supremacy of the laws. It is thus that 


we possess all the elements of the strongest govern- | 


ment by which mankind was ever banded together. 


|| We then can have no fears of Great Britain. 


|| in advance of those who are in power. 


| 
| 
| 


All this arises from the fact, that instead of being 


| in the rear of our institutions, the people are always 


The peo- 


|| ple have no fears of Great Britain; and if in our 

| national councils is to found something like timid- 

| ity, it is owing“to the fact that delegated poe is 
t 


And | 


Our Government is | 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 11, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday having been read in 


part— ‘ 
Mr. HOPKINS remarked that, as it consisted 


' almost entirely of the general business of the day, 


Within the ee of forty years, there || 


he would move that its further reading be dis- 
pensed with. 

And the motion having been agreed to, the fur- 
ther reading was dispensed with, and the Journal 
was approved. 

Mr. MOSELEY introduced to the House his 
collearue, Mr. Carroutr, (who has been detained 
at home by severe indisposition,) and who now, 
having been qualified, took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Patents be dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
Alvan C. Goell, and that the same be referred toa 
select committee, consisting of five members. The 
following members were appointed: 

Messrs. Payne, MceDoweE t, Junivs Rockwet, 


|| Towns, and Hamuin. 


The SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the 
House the following communications: 
A letter from the Postmaster General, transmit- 


ting a report of the disbursing agent of the Post 


Office Department, exhibiting the receipts and pay- 


| ments during the calendar year 1845, including the 


expenditure of the contingent fund for said de- 
partment; which letter and report were referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office Department. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, by James K. Walker, his private secreta- 
ry, notifying that he did yesterday approve and 
sign the bill of the House relative to collectors 
and other officers of the customs. 

Mr. ROBERTS, by leave, presented resolutions 
of the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, in 


| favor of reducing and graduating the price of the 


|| public lands; for an amendment of the pre-emp- 


| tion law, by striking therefrom the provision which 


requires the pre-emptor to reside five years upon 


land after he has paid for it, before he can obtain a 


title; and also for the issuing of patents to all lands 


| donated to the State of Mississippi; which reso- 
| lutions were referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 

Mr. T. B. KING rose, and asked leave of the 
House to make a personal explanation. 

No audible objection having been made, 

Mr. KING proceeded to remark, that on Mon- 
day last a vote had been taken on the joint resolu- 


| tion to terminate the convention of 1827 between 


the Government of the United States and Great 
Britain, in relation to the Oregon territory; and 


| that, as he had not voted, he deemed it necessary 


| 
| 
| 


| 





to say why he had not done so 

Mr. RATHBUN rose, and objected to the gen- 
tleman proceeding. I (said Mr. R.) can tell the 
House why I did vote for the resolution, and I 


power of the British navy, he represented as | always more fearful of responsibility 
comparatively smaller than it was in 1802 and | which is primitive. It is the policy of Great Brit- || wished to state why he did not vote. I wish to say 
1803; and then her security from foreign invasion || ain boldly to assert a claim, and then, by giving us || why I did vote; therefore I object to his proceeding. 
was attributable solely to the fact of the twenty- || the alternative of yielding or fighting, to obtain the || Mr. KING. I have been permitted by the 
five miles of ocean which lay between her and | surrender of a part of it. | House to goon. I understood the House to allow 
france. Before she could assail us, she would|| Mr. ALLEN concluded with giving his opinion || me to do so. 
have to cross three thousand miles of the At- | that Great Britain would enter into no war with this [Several voices: ‘‘ No one knew anything about 
lantic. We have less reason, therefore, for |, country, unless she could secure the co-operation || it.??] 
alarm, than she had when she became so af- || of the other European governments. She might | The SPEAKER. The gentleman had the right 
frighted as to change her cabinet, and bring back || hold out to them that after the subjugation of the | to ask leave of the House to make a personal ex- 
the war minister, Mr. Pitt, into her councils, and || Oregon territory, she would erect it into an inde- || planation, and it was for the House to decide 
to call out her laborers from the field and her me- || pendent government. Before she will go to war, || whether that leave should be granted. The Chair 
chanics from the workshops, to protect herself | she will, at the last moment, invite the mediation || did not hear any objection, but will put the ques- 
from the threatened invasion of Napoleon. All | of Russia and France—of the former, because of | tion, ‘‘Shall the gentleman have leave to proceed 
the armed navies she could collect could not sub- | her contiguous possessions, and of the latter, be- |, with his personal explanation?”” 

Mr. HOPKINS said that, regarding the ques- 


Jugate this country. ° cause of the sympathy which binds her cabinet to i| 7 
It is our duty to exhibit no || tion as an important one, he would demand the 


an that || should very much like to do so. The gentleman 


He then dwelt on the ehange which had been |) that of Great Britain. 
effected in naval armaments by the introduction of | symptoms of quailing to Great Britain, but to treat || yeas and nays; which were ordered. 
steam, which enabled a small navy to compete | her as she has treated us. When she talks of || Mr. GEO. S. HOUSTON said that the gentle- 
more successfully with a greater numerical force || power, let us talk back to her of power. When |; man from Georgia (Mr. Krve] had in part proceed- 
of ships. History taught us that every commer- | she strips for a fight, let us strip. With the bra- || ed with his personal explanation, when the gentle- 7 
cial nation had crumbled into ruins. Carthage || vest people in the world, what cause have we for |;man from New York [Mr. Rarusun] rose, and 
was destroyed by Rome, and her subjugation || fear. Let this resolution pass—and he knew this | objected that it was not in order. He (Mr. H.) 


was made more ra id by her national discords | body well enough to be sure that it would pass } presumed that the question would now be, whether 
caused by her inability to | 


y her defenders. || easily, and that all the other measures to which it | the gentleman from Georgia should be permitted 
Spain had been deprived of ‘all her colonies. | well lead would also pass-~and we shall hear no | to proceed. If the Chair sustained the views taken 
And at this moment, of all the five allied Powers || more of war, unless Great Britain can prevail on | by the gentleman from New York, then the ques- 





a 


. Europe, England was the weakest. A single | the great Powers of Europe to unite with her in || tion would not be, as the Speaker had put it, to ; 
efeat ensures her fall. What could be effect- | the establishment of a halen of power on this || grant leave to make a personal explanation, but it ¢ 
on the “oe of a whole people, he illus- | continent. | would be, whether the House would allow the = | 
aa by a reference to the victories achieved | On motion of Mr. J. M. CLAYTON, ) gentleman to proceed in order, he having violated ’ 

y the French armies while she was a republic; | ‘The Senate adjourned. ‘the courtesy extended to him. i 








et 


The SPEAKER [interposing] said it was not 


the province of the Speaker to state whether the 


gentleman should have leave to proceed, or to make 


a personal explanation. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I have not refused the gentle- 
man leave to make a personal explanation; but the | 


manner in which the question is put places those 
who vote for that explanation in a false position. 
The SPEAKER said he would then put the ques- 
tion in the form of giving the gentieman frem Geor- 
gia [Mr. Kina] leave to proceed. 
I understood the gentleman 


Mr. G. DAVIS. 


from Georgia to ask leave to make a personal ex- 


jlanation. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understood. 
The gentleman from Georgia [addressing Mr. 
Kine} will state whether the Chair understood 
him rightly. 

Mr. KING. The Chair is right. 
leave to make a personal explanation, and a very 
short one, too. 

Mr. HOPKINS. } 
that his object was to explain why he had not 
voted? 

Mr. KING. Undoubtedly, sir; I did so state. 

Mr. L. H. SIMS. Was the gentleman in his 
seat when the vote was taken? 

Mr. KING. I was not. 

The question, ** Shall the gentleman have leare 


I did ‘esk | 


Did not the gentleman say 


to proceed ?’’ was then taken, and resulted as fol- | 


lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Ash- | 


mun, Barringer, Bell, Blanchard, Brodhead, Milton 
Brown, Wm. G. Brown, Burt, Wm. W. Camp- 
bell, John H. Campbell, Carroll, John G. Chap- 
man, Augustus X Chapman, Cobb, 

Crozier, Culver, Cunningham, Darrach, Garrett 
Davis, Delano, Dixon, Dockery, Foot, Gentry, 
Giddings, Grider, Harper, Herrick, Hilliard, Elias 
B. Holmes, John W. Houston, Edmund W. 
Hubard, 8S. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, 


Cocke, | 


Washington Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph | 
R. Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, Seaborn Jones, | 


Daniel P. King, La Sere, Lewis, Levin, Lone, 
Maclay, McClelland, McGauchey, 


McHenry, | 


Mcellvaine, Marsh, Barclay Martin, Miller, Mose- | 


ley, Parish, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 


B. Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, 
Strohm, Thibodeaux, Benjamin Thompson, Tib- 
batts, Tilden, ‘Toombs, 'Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, 
White, Winthrop, Woodward, Wright, and 


Youns—86. 


NAYS—Messrs. Stephen Adams, Anderson, | 


Atkinson, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, Bowlin, Cath- 
cart, Reuben Chapman, Clarke, Cullom, Cum- 
mins, Jefferson Davis, De Mott, Dunlap, Edsall, 
Elisworth, 
Harmanson, Henley, Hopkins, Hough, George 
S. Houston, James B. Hunt, Jenkins, James H. 
Johnson, Lawrence, Ligon, McClean, McCler- 
nand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, John P. 


Stephens, || 


Erdman, Ficklin, Gordon, Hamlin, | 


Martin, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Payne, Perry, | 
Rathbun, Reid, Ritter, Roberts, Sawyer, Scam- 


mon, L. H. Sims, Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, 
St. John, Strong, Thomasson, Jacob Thompson, 
Thurman, ‘Tredway, Wentworth, Wheaton, 
Wack, Williams, Yancey, and Yost—63. 

So the House decided that the gentleman should 
have leave to proceed. 

Mr. KING resumed his remarks. He said: I 
thank the House for its courtesy, and will not 
abuse it. Ever since the joint resolution which 
a on Monday was introduced into this House, 

have regarded it as a measure tending to war. It 


may not be regarded as a war measure, and I pre- | 


sume that gentlemen who voted in its favor did not | 


regard it in that light. 
ure which may, immediately or remotely, in my 
humble judgment, tend to hostilities between Great 


But regarding it as a meas- | 


Britain and the United States, 1 desired not to give | 


my vote either for or against it, until such time as 
we might have before us ail the information in the 
hands of the Executive. 

‘The call for that information was perfectly proper. 
It was anple in its scope; and, in my judgment, 
should have been answered promptly ‘I have no 


complaint to make as to the delay which occurred | 
in the passage of the resolution; but I have com- | 


plaint to make that the information was not full 
and ample. It > evident, on the face of the com- 
munication itself, that a very large portion of the 
letter of Mr. McLane has been withheld. 


.the gentleman from Georgia rose, he distinctly | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Mr. RATHBUN. I rise to a question of order. || sioned by this question of order. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia | 
The gentleman | 
from New York [Mr. Raruswn] will state his point 


{Mr. Kine] will take his seat. 


of order. 

Mr. RATHBUN. [tis this: that any member 
making a personal explanation must be confined to 
the matter of that personalexplanation. The gen- 
tleman is discussing the correspondence between 
our Minister and the British Government. That 
matter is neither pertinent, nor proper, nor per- 
sonal. 
an hour. 

The SPEAKER, interposing. 
decide the question at once. The House, bya 
considerable majority, had given the gentleman 


from Georgia [Mr. Kiva] leave to proceed, after an | 


express statement on the part of that centleman 


that he intended to explain the reasons why he | 
did not vote on the subject of the Oregon question. | 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I beg to state that when 


avowed that he desired to make a personal expla- 
nation. 


TheSPEAKER. The gentleman is not in order. | 
I think i can satisfy gentlemen— || 
Mr. HOUSTON wished to say one word on the | 


Mr. KING. 


noint of order. 
The SPEAKER. No debate is in order, except 
an appeal is taken from the decision of the Chair. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I will, then, gratify the Chair 
by appealing from the decision. Mr. H. then ex- 


plained his view of the question, with reference to 


the original proposition of Mr. Kine. 


Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. | 


BAKER, HOUSTON, and the SPEAKER par- | 


ticipated. 


Mr. KING said he should have concluded his | 


remarks long ago, if this interruption had not 
taken place. 

Mr. HOUSTON. That may be true. 
gentleman has done that which 1s a violation of the 


rules of the House, and therefore it was that he |! 


(Mr. H.) objected. 


appeal. 


And he wished a vote on the 


| taken? 
Root, Runk, Schenck, Seaman, Seddon, Sever- | 


ance, Alexander D. Sims, Truman Smith, Caleb | 


Mr. HOUSTON informed him. 
Mr. COBB wished to say a few words. 
Mr. HOPKINS rose to inquire whether the ap- 
neal was debatable? 
The SPEAKER said, yes, except in a case where 
the previous qnestion had been demanded. 
Mr. HOPKINS referred to the second rule, and 


| to the note appended to the 31st rule. 


| Chair was about to put the question on leave to | 
| make a personal explanation, and so announced. || 
| But the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovston,] | 
rose and said, that that mode of putting the ques- || 
| tion did not express its actual state. 


The SPEAKER (after a moment’s examination) | 


decided that the appeal was not debatable. 


The SPEAKER then explained the grounds of | 


his decision. He said, the eentlemen from Georgia 
[Mr. Kine] rose and stated that he desired to make 
a personal explanation. 

Mr. KING. And to explain the reason why I 
did not vote on the Oreeon resolution. 

The SPEAKER continued. 
sion that caught the ear of the Speaker was, that 
the gentleman desired leave to makea personal ex- 


planation; and then he said thathe would state the | 


reasons why he had not voted on the Oregon reso- 
lution. The gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Ratupun] then rose to a question of order. The 


' had been permitted to put the question on leave te 


make a personal explanation, it would have re- | 
But, in consequence 
of the objection of the gentleman from Alabama, || 


quired a vote of two-thirds. 


the Chair put the question in this form: “ Shall 
the gentleman from Georgia have leave to proceed 
with his personal explanation?’ And upon the 
decision of the House then given, the Chair an- 


nounced that the gentleman from Georgia was in | 
| order. 


And the question is, ‘Shall the decision of the | 


From that decision an appeal is taken. 


Chair stand as the judment of the House ?”’ 

And the question having been taken, the vote 
stood—ayes 105, noes not counted. 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia 
will proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. KING proceeded. 


Mr. Speaker, for the delay which has been occa- 


The gentleman in this way might speak | 


The Chair will 1 


But the 


Mr. COBB inquired whether an appeal had been | 


The first expres- || 


If the Chair 


I t ible, || i 
*hich has been occa. | or intimated, that there had been a suppression of 














f _ Thave no doubt 
that gentlemen have motives satisfactory to them. 


selves at least, for the course they have pursued, 

When I was interrupted, I was going on to my 
|| that the reason why I did not vote was because the 
information transmitted by the Executive was oti. 
| dently not as full as it should have been. [care 
| notof how much importance the information which 

has been withheld may be; (and I must revard it 
in its absence as being of the utmost importance: 
the Executive could have ciatintlonsad it to this 
House, and we could have considered it in secre: 
session, as we ought to have done, if it was no: 
proper that it should be made public. But whey 
called upon to vote on a measure which | revard 
as tending immediately or remotely to hostilities 
with a foreign power, I must require of the Exec. 
utive that he shall lay before this House all the in- 
formation requisite to enlighten my mind, and to 
enable me to come to a correct and patriotic coy. 
clusion. And because the Executive has not done 
this, I could not conscientiously vote, and there. 
fore I did not. I am not disposed to embarrass 
him in the management of our foreign relations; 
nor am I disposed to withhold from him my vote 
| whenever, in the view of a candid mind, it may be 
necessary to aid him in concluding these negotia- 
tions. But when I am called upon for such a vote, 
| he must place in my possession all the information 
which he can furnish in relation to the necessity or 
expediency of my giving such a vote. In the ab- 
sence of that information, I am opposed to all ac- 
tion on the subject. This statement I designed to 
have made when I addressed the committee on 
Monday, but was precluded by the expiration of 
the hour allotted me. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to tender 
my acknowledgments to the House for the courie- 
sy it has extended towardsme. This is ail I have 
to say, and I should have said it long ago but for 
the interruptions that have taken place. 

Mr. RATHBUN rose and asked leave to make 
a personal explanation. 

Mr. R. said the gentleman who had just con- 
cluded his personal explanation, and had given to 
the House the reasons why he did not vote upon 
| the Qregon resolution, was present in the House, 

and was fortunate enough to possess himself of 

the floor, and to make a speech of an hour upon 

the subject under consideration. He (Mr. R.) was 

in the House during the whole discussion, and he 
| made divers and vigorous efforts to obtain the floor 
‘| for the same purpose, and failed. He was com- 
| pelled, therefore, to vote without being able to ex- 
_ plain to the House or to his constituents the rea- 
sons which induced him to vote for the resolution; 
and he claimed, therefore, the gentleman having 
been indulged in making a personal explanation, 
and giving the reasons why he did not see fit to 
vote upon one side or the other, (after making a 
speech of an hour,) certainly that those members 
of the House who were here, and who were una- 
ble to obtain the floor, to give the reasons why they 
did vote upon one side or the other, were much 
better entitled to the floor for the purpose of making 
a personal explanation of their votes. 

I hope to be able (said Mr. R.) within the hour 
to give to the House reasons satisfactory why I 
have voted for the resolution, and which I intended 
to have given to the House had I been so fortunate 
as to have obtained the floor in committee. 

Mr. RHETT appealed to Mr. Ratusen not to 
persist in his design. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia, [Mr. K1xe,] who had made ae gemnen ex- 
_ planation, was in the minority in this House. The 

democratic party, of which the gentleman from 
New York was so admirable a member, was in the 
majority; and they were responsible to the country 
for the transaction of the business of the House. 
Although the gentleman from Georgia had insisted 
on the right which the gentleman from New York 
thought . ought not to have, yet he submitted to 
the gentleman [Mr. Ratusvun] to take his position 
into due consideration, and not again to open this 
| debate. 
Mr. HOUSTON said, he believed that the gen- 
| tleman from New York [Mr. Rarusvy} had the 
| same right to go on as the gentleman from a 
|| (Mr. aed That gentleman, by the remarks he 
|| had made, had involved in his censure all those 
| members of this House who had voted for the joint 
| resolution of notice, and had thus made these Pet » 
sonal explanations necessary. He had charge¢, 
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important information. If (continued Mr. H.) the | 

ntleman so charged, or intimated, I believe he is 
totally incorrect in the information he has received, | 
and the charge he has made mt 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is not in or- 
der. The Chair then decided that the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Rarusvun] was in order, for 
the simple reason that the House had decided that 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Kine] was in 


er. 
Onis, TIBBATTS appealed from the decision. 

An inquiry was made whether the appeal was | 
debatable. : 
To which the SPEAKER replied that it was not. 
Mr. FARAN. ‘I would suggest to my friend 

from New York [Mr. Rarusun] that as those who 
voted for the joint resolution need no justification | 
for that vote before the country, while those who | 
did not so vote required to justify themselves, it | 
would probably be no more than courteous to 
members to allow them to make their apology.”’ 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman was not in 


“‘ Be it further enacted, That the provisions of the 

| act approved seventh June, eighteen hundred and |! 
thirty-two, entitled ‘An act supplementary to the | 
act for the relief of certain surviving officers and 
soldiers of the Revolution,’ be, and the same are 
hereby, so extended as to embrace all those officers 
and soldiers, spies, and rangers, who, under one 
or more engagements, shall have served for a term 
of three months or upwards, in the wars against 
the Indian tribes, at any time previous to the treaty 
of Greenville, in the year seventeen hundred and 
ninety-five; and on application at the proper de- 
partment, and proof thereof, they shall be entitled 
to have their names placed on the pension roll. 

‘4nd be it further enacted, That, for terms of 
service greater than three months, allowances shall 
be made to all those embraced by this extension, 
in the same manner, and under the same recula- 
tions and rules of testimony which are applied to 
similar cases arising under the act which is hereby 
| extended. 
| 84nd be it further enacted, That, in cases where 
order. | services shall have been rendered for a shorter time 

Mr. RATHBUN said he would relieve the than six and not less than three months, previous , 
House from the difficulty into which it had thrown | to the treaty of peace with Great Britain, in the 
itself. year seventeen hundred and eighty-three, and shall 

Mr. TILDEN called Mr. Rarusun to order. | not, under the existing laws, entitle the person who 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has been | rendered the same to a pension, by reason of their 
twice called to order already, and an appeal has | not amounting to six months, it shall be lawful to 
been taken. | estimate every such term of service less than six 

Mr. RATHBUN. I was about to say that | months and not less than three months; and the 
which I apprehend will dispense with the neces- | applicant, on proof thereof, shall be allowed as in | 
sity of an appeal. |, other cases. 

After a Peief conversation between Messrs. ‘6 And be it further enacted, That no person shall 
ASHMUN and P. KING, the appeal, under the |, be allowed a pension under the provisions or by | 
condition stated by Mr. Ratusun, was withdrawn | virtue of this act while such person shall continue 
by Mr. Tisparts. | to draw a pension under any other act now in 

Mr. RATHBUN resumed. Now, (said he,) |, force. 
without being able to give the reasons, and the || ‘*.4nd be it further enacted, That in all cases in 
great variety of reasons which had influenced him || which testimony shall be taken, to be used in the 
to vote for that resolution || prosecution of any claim or claims against the Uni- 

Mr. CHAPMAN interposed and renewed the || ted States, or on any application for a pension un- 
objection to Mr. R.’s proceeding; and the appeal der this act, or any other act now in force, and 
from the decision of the Speaker permitting it, ||| where the oath to the witness or witnesses so de- 

Some conversation arose; when posing shall be administered by any State, District, 

Mr. RATHBUN, remarking that he would not || or Territorial officer, legally authorized to admin- |, 
press his right under what he considered a very bad || ister oaths, if any such witness or witnesses shall 
precedent, yielded the floor, and resumed his seat. || wilfully and knowingly give false testimony, he, 

Mr. BIGGS rose, he said, not to a personal ex- | she, or they, so offending shall be taken and held 
planation, but to make a motion. | to be guilty of corrupt perjury, and may be pro- | 

Mr. SCHENCK [Mr. B. still retaining the 
floor] rose, he said, to a personal explanation. 

Some conversation took place upon a point of or- 
der as to the right to the floor. | 

The SPEAKER decided that a gentleman rising | its authority.” 
for the purpose of personal explanation could not The point of order was further debated by | 
dispossess a gentleman already upon the floor of | Messrs. HAMLIN, SCHENCK, SAWYER, 
his right to it, and could not proceed unless the RHETT, (G. DAVIS in explanation,) A. D. | 
floor was yielded by the gentleman occupying it. | SIMS, (ASHMUN in explanation,) DILLING- 

Mr. SCHENCK appealed to the gentleman to |; HAM, RATHBUN, McCLELLAND, HOP- 
hear a request he wished to make to him. 

Mr. BIGGS declined to yield the floor. || and J. R. INGERSOLL. 

Some conversation followed. The question on the appeal was then taken, and, 

Mr. BIGGS was understood to say, it would be |, by ayes 102, noes 38, the decision of the Chair was 
recollected by the House that what was technical- | affirmed. 
ly called resolution day had been postponed for || So the amendment of Mr. Tissarts was decided 
several weeks. There were many members who | to be out of order. 
had resolutions to present, and it was necessary to || 
pass these resolutions in order to get the business | 
of the House before the committees. He would 
move, therefore, that the rules be suspended for || 
the purpose of receiving such resolutions as might | 
not give rise to debate. 

And the question being taken, the House refused || 
to suspend the rule. 

[A message was received from the President of | Ministrator or executor, shall not be liable to the 
the United States, by the hands of J. K. Walker, | payment of any debts or demands of any descrip- 
Esq., his private secretary, informing the House || tion whatever inst the estate of such deceased 
that the President had approved and signed the 
- in —— to collectors and other officers of | 

e customs. i i 

On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, the House re- | eens = who now by law are entitled 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the || 
state of the Union, (Mr. Bropueap in the chair,) | reported. 
and resumed the consideration of the bill making | r. STEPHENS asked leave to offer a reso- 
appropriations for the payment of revolutionary | Jution. 
and other pensioners during the fiscal year ending Objection was made. And the House adjourned. 
the 30th June, 1847, 

The pending question was on the appeal from the 
decision of the ir, ruling out of order the amend- 
ment of Mr. Tissarts, proposing to change the 
laws on the subject of pensions. | sented, under the rule, and referred to the appro- 

Mr. TIBBATTS modified his amendment, by _ priate committees: 
adding at the end thereof the following: || By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Captain Harri- 








ceeded against in the courts of the United States, | 
and punished in the same manner as though the | 
oath to said witness or witnesses had been admin- 
istered by an officer of the United States, and under 


amendment: 


become due, to the heirs of any deceased pension- 


of such deceased pensioner in trust for said heirs: 


} 


ministrator or executor to the legal heirs of such 


i 
} Bl ; 
! PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions and memorials were pre- 
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| KINS, TIBBATTS, McKAY, E. H. EWING, || 


Mr. CALEB B. SMITH offered the following || 


\| Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That all arrear- || 
ages of pension now due, or which may hereafter | 


er, shall be paid to the administrator or executor || 


|| Mr. W. also submitted documents relative to the 


| pensioner; but the same shall be paid by such. ad- | 


Pending this amendment, the committee rose and | 
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son, of the schooner Frolick, and others, for a harbor at 
Cattaraugus, New York: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

By Mr. McILVAINE: The petition of Joseph Mann, a 
revolutionary soldier, asking for an additional pension. 

By Mr. J. B HUNT: The petition of Daniel Le Roy and 
others, for establishing a post-route from Ann Arbor to 
Flint, in the State of Michigan. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of John Thomas and 70 
others, citizens of Oregon county, Missouri, praying the estab- 
lishment of a new mail- route from Thomaaville, the county 
seat of Oregon, to the mouth of Little Piney, by way of the 
county seat of Texas. Also, the petition of J. R. Wood- 
side, and seventy-two others, citizens of Oregon county, 
Missouri, praying the establishment of a new mail-route 
from Thomasville, the county seat of Oregon county, to 
Rockbridge, the county seat of Ozark county: both of which 
— referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 

oads. 

By Mr. HOUGH: Three several petitions of the citizens 
of the counties of Oswego and Jefferson, New York, and 
ship owners on Lake Ontario, for an appropriation for the 
completion of the pier and public works at the harbor at the 
mouth of Salmon river, on Lake Ontario: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The memorial of E. W, Davies, and 
50 others, citizens of Dayton, Ohio, protesting against any 
alteration of the present postage laws, whereby the tax for 
the transportation of mail matter will be increased. 

By Mr. WOODRUFF: The petition of Nicholas Siscoe, 


, asking for a pension. 


jy Mr. SAWYER: Two petitions from 82 members of 
the Ohio Legislature, for the improvement of the Maumee 
river, in the State of Ohio: referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. Also, the petition from 75 citizens of Mont- 
gomery county, Ohio, for a new system in relation to the 
public lands: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. JACOB THOMPSON: The petition of Mr. L. 8. 
Dearings, for arrears of pay for services as deputy surveyor 
in the land district north of the Red river district,in the 
State of Louisiana: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. J. G. CHAPMAN: Two petitions from citizens of 
the District of Columbia, that the bridges across the Eastern 
branch may be made free. Also, two petitions from citizens 
of Washington county, District of Columbia, for a change 


| in the organization of the Levy court. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, February 12, 1846. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- 
port from the Secretary of the Navy, communica- 
ting, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
estimates of the cost of a dry-dock at Pensacola; 


_ which was read and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. DIX presented a petition of citizens of Gen- 
esee county, New York, praying the abrogation 


| of certain treaties made with the Seneca Indians; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs. 


Mr. ARCHER presented the petition of Ann 


| Kelly, widow of a deceased naval seaman, asking 


a pension; which was referred to the Committee on 


| Pensions. 


Mr. DICKINSON submitted documents relative 
to the claim of Sarah Overbagh, widow of a deceas- 
ed revolutionary soldier, to a pension; which were 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. D. also presented the petition of Hezekiah 
Wingate, a sadbine in the last war with Great Brit- 
ain, praying a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. D. further presented a petition of citizens 
of Orleans county, New York, praying the abro- 
gation of certain treaties with the Seneca Indians; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented a petition of citizens 
of Missouri, praying the establishment of a mail- 
route from Kingston to Maysville, and from Gal- 
latin to St. Joseph’s, in that State; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. WESTCOTT submitted additional docu- 


|| Provided, That the same, when paid to such ad- || ments in relation to the petition of Edward Bolon; 
} 


| which were referred to the Committee of Claims. 

|| appointment of commissioners by the States of 
Florida and Georgia, for running and marking the 

|| boundary-line between those States; which were 

i referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and or- 

|| dered to be printed. ; 

On motion by Mr. DIX, it was ordered that John 

|| Frazee have leave to withdrew his petition and pa- 

|| pers. 

: On motion, it was 





Resolved, That when the Senate adjourn, it be to 

|| meet on Monday next. ; \ 

|| Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 

|| mittee ak mate an adverse report on the 
'| petition of Mary J. West, praying a ion; 
|| which report was ordered to be printed. oe 

|| Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
| to whom was referred the bill from the House of 
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Representatives, entitled ‘An act making an ap- 

ropriath » the President of the United 
propriation to enable the Presiden e Uni 
States to receive from the State of Texas the ces- 
sion of certain property,’’ reported the same with 
an amendment. 


Mr. BAGBY, in pursuance of notice, asked and | 
obtained leave to introduce a bill authorizing the | 


payment of interest upon ‘he advances made b 


the State of Alabama for the use of the United | 


States Government, in the suppression of the Creck 


Indian hostilities of 1836-’7; which was read a | 
first and second time, and referred to the Commit- || 


tee on Finance, 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
‘* Bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury 
to make an arrangement or compromise with Man- 
gle M. Quackenboss, and his co-obligors, or any 
of them, for claims on bonds given by them as 


sureties to the United States;’’ which was read a || 


third time; when 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved to strike out the pro- 
viso in said bill, 

The PRESIDENT informed the gentleman from 


Tennessee, that the bill, having passed to a third || 


reading, was not open to amendment, unless by a 
mouon for recommittal; whereupon the objection 
was wihdrawn, and the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate proceed- 


ed to the consideration of the bill for the relief of | 


the legal representatives of George Duval, a Cher- 


okee Indian, deceased; which was read a second | 


time, considered as in committee of the whole, re- 
ported without amendment, and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The Senate proceeded, as in committee of the 
whole, to the consideration of the ** Bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of Wm. D. Cheever, 
deceased,’’ postponed from yesterday; when 


Mr. CALHOUN called for the reading of the re- | 


mainder of the reports which accompanied the bill; 
which was ordered. 

Mr. PENN YBACKER submitted a few remarks 
in support of the claim set forth in the bill. 

No amendment being offered, the bill was re- 
ported, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The Senate also proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill to repeal a part of the act entitled “An 


act supplementary to the several Jaws for the sale || 
of the public lands,’’ approved 5th of April, 1832, || 
and for other purposes; which was read a third 


time; when 


Mr. CRITTENDEN expressed the hope that | 
the further consideration of the bill would be post- | 


poned; which was agreed to. 
[Several messages in writing were received from 
the President of the United States. ] 


SPECIAL ORDER. 


Mr. MANGUM movedthat the prior orders of | 
the day be postponed, and that the Senate proceed | 
to the consideration of the special order; which | 


was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT stated that the special order 
was the consideration of the joint resolution re- 
ported by the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
advising the President of the United States to give 
notice to Great Britain of the abrogation of the 
convention between the United States and Great 
Britain, concluded the 6th day of August, 1827, in 
relation to Oregon, together with Mr. Crirren- 
pEN’s amendment thereto, Mr. HannecGan’s reso- 
lutions relating to the same subject, and Mr. Cat- 
Houn’s amendment to the latter. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON then rose, and said, that 
before he proceeded to address the Senate on the 
subject now under their consideration, he would 
ask a reading of the resolution reported from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The resolution was accordingly read. 
follows : 

JOINT RESOLUTION advising the President of the United 
States to give notice to the Government of Great Britain, 
that the Government of the United States will, in virtue of 
the second article of the convention of the sixth of August, 
anno Domini eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, be- 


tween the two Governments, relative to the Oregon ter- 
ritory, annul and abrogate that convention. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
President of the United States be, and he is hereby, advised 
to give forthwith, notice to the Government of Great Brit- 
ain that the Government of the United States will, in virtue 
of the second article ef the convention of the sixth of Au- 
gust, anno Domini eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain, relative to the 


It is as 


Oregon territory, and after the expiration of twelve months 
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| from the day on which such notice shall have been received 
| 


| by the Government of Great Britain, annul and abrogate that 
| convention. 


i 
| 


} 


Also, the following amendment, reported Jan- | 


/uary 8, 1846, by the Committee on Foreign Re- 
| lations. Strike out all after joint resolution, and 
insert the following : 


|| To annul and abrogate the convention of the sixth day of 
|| August eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, bctween the 
United States of America and Great Britain, relative to 
the country westward of the Stony or Rocky mountains. | 


| United States of America in Congress assembled, That, in 
| August eighteen hundred and twenty-seven, between the 
country westward of the Stony or Rocky mountains, the 


| rogate that convention, and the said convention is hereby 
| accordingly entirely annulled and abrogated: Provided, 
That this resolution shall take effect after the expiration of 
| the term of twelve months from the day on which due notice 
| shall have been given to Great Britain of the passage of this 
resolution, And the President of the United States is hereby 





ting forth that fact. 


Resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the | 


|| Virtue of the second article of the convention of the sixth of | 


| United States of America and Great Britain, relative to the | 


| United States of America do now think fit to annul and ab- | 


| authorized and required to give such notice; and also at the | 
expiration of said convention, to issue his proclamation set- | 


Mr. CRITTENDEN then remarked, that if he | 


understood the position of this subject, the Com- | 


mittee on Foreign Relations proposed to strike out 
all the resolution originally introduced by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, {|Mr. ALLen,] and to substi- 
tute that amendment in place of it. He desired 
now, in order that the subject might be more fully 
presented to the Senate in all the variety of views 
taken of it, or at least in one further variety so far 
as related to himself, to move the resolution sub- 
mitted by him as a substitute for that amend- 
ment—an amendment to the amendment. He 
presumed that that would be parliamentary and in 
order. He desired, therefore, that that resolution 
might be read. 

The resolution thus alluded to is as follows: 

JOINT RESOLUTION concerning the Oregon territory. 

Whereas by the convention concluded the twentieth day 
of October, eighteen hundred and eighteen, between the 
United States of America and the King of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland, for the period of ten 
years, and afterwards indefinitely extended and continued 
in foree by another convention of the same parties, conclu- 
|| ded the sixth day of Augustin the year of our Lord one thon- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-seven, it was agreed that 
any country that may be claimed by either party on the 
northwest coast of America westward of the Stony or 
Rocky mountains, now commonly called the Oregon terri- 
tory, should, together with its harbors, bays, and creeks, 
and the navigation of all rivers within the same, be “ free 
and open” to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of the two 
powers, but without prejudice to avy claim which either of 
the parties might have to any part of said country ; and with 





ty-seven, that either party might abrogate and annul said 
| convention, on giving due notice of twelve months to the 
other contracting party : 

And whereas it has now become desirable that the re- 
spective claims of the United States and Great Britain 
should be definitely settled, and that said ter:itory may no 
longer than need be remain subject to the evil consequences 
of the divided allegiance ofits American and British popula- 

| tion, and of the confusion and conflict of national jurisdic. 
tions, dangerous to the cherished peace and good under- 
standing of the two countries : 

With a view, therefore, that steps be taken for the abroga- 
tion of the said convention of the sixth of August, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-seven, in the mode prescribed in its 
second article, and that the attention of the Governments of 
both countries may be the more earnestly and immediately 





this further provision, in the second article of the said con- | 
| vention of the sixth of August eighteen hundred and twen- 


|| directed to renewed efforts for the settlement of all their | 


| differences and disputes in respect to said territory : 


President of the United States be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized, at his discretion, to give to the British Government 


tion of the said convention of the sixth of August, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-seven: Provided, however, That, in or- 
der to afford ampler time and opportunity for the amicable 


putes in respect to said territory, said notice ought not to be 
given till after the close of the present session of Congress. 


| 
} 


| 
the notice required by its said second article for the abroga- 


__ Mr. CLAYTON then proceeded to address the | 


| Senate. 


ate of the United States two distinct propositions 


| for terminating the convention of 1827, providing || tions upon any great question touching the foreign 


for the joint occupancy of the territory of Oregon— | 


; 

| for giving notice to England that that joint occu- 

| pancy must cease at the end of twelve months af- 

| ter giving the notice. There is also another pro- 
position, not now regularly before the Senate, 

| which has been, I understand, referred to the Com- 

| mittee on Foreign Relations, and does not proper! 

| form the subject of discussion at this time: sol 

jude to the resolution passed by the House of Rep- 

| resentatives. ‘The two propositions now before the 


| Senate differ in two important particulars. Theone || We 
| reported by the Committee on Foreign Relations of || great question, 


settlement and adjustment of all their differences and dis- | 


There are now (said he) before the Sen- | 





_ responsibility on the President himself, 
to him the right, the authority, to give th 


this body, proposes to give the notice, without en. 
trusting the President of the United States with ay 
discretionary | »wer whatever on the subject. 
devolves upon Congress the whole responsibilit 
of giving the notice. The other proposition, intr¢- 
duced by my honorable friend from Kentucky, in 
the form of an amendment to the amendment of 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, throws that 
It gives 
e€ notice 
if in his judgment that measure shall seem most ex. 
edient, and best calculated to subserve the rreat 
interests of the country, At the same time, it does 
not deny to him the exercise of the right to wit). 
hold the notice altogether, if, in consequence of 
any future developments, or of anything which 
has already occurred, it should seem to him most 


t 


advisable not to give the notice. It differs also from 


the other resolution in another important particu. 
lar; and that is, that it holds out distinctly, or at 
all events by necessary implication, the idea that 
negotiations between this country and England 
have not yet been entirely closed; and, in my Judg- 
ment, it amounts to a virtual recommendation that 
the President should continue negotiations, with a 
view to the peaceable settlement of the great ques- 
tion which now agitates the two governments. 

Of the two propositions, I have no hesitation in 
saying that I decidedly prefer the amendment which 
has been proposed by my honorable friend from 
Kentucky, to the other proposition, which forces 
us to give the notice immediately, which entrusts 
the President of the United States with no discre- 
tionary power whatever, and which assumes that 
Congress is thoroughly acquainted with the sub- 
ject, no matter what has occurred in the negotia- 
tions between the British Minister and the Secre- 
tary of State, or what shall occur hereafter. To 
that resolution I say, I have insuperable objections, 
and in no possible circumstances can [ yield it my 
assent; but while I say this, I declare at the same 
time that I make not this opposition from any fac- 
tious spirit. I know no party feeling whatever on 
this great question. I have never, at any period 
of my public life, enlisted as a party man on any 
great question touching the foreign relations of this 
country, nor have those with whom I have been 
accustomed to act politically ever taken such a 
course. Sir, I recollect well—and there are some 
here who will recollect as well as 1 do—the course 
which we all took in reference to the northeastern 
boundary, at the time when the award of the King 
of the Netherlands was first presented to this body. 
On neither side of the House did gentlemen act as 
party men. The subject was not discussed by any 
one on either side of the House as a party meas- 
ure. After deliberating upon and discussing that 
important measure, we came to a unanimous result, 
and to England we presented at that time an un- 
broken front. And such, too, was precisely the 
case on another memorable occasion, when I had 
the honor of occupying a seat on the floor of this 
Senate, and when it was supposed by many that 
we were on the eve of a war with France, in con- 
sequence of her refusal to py us twenty-five mil- 
lions that she had agreed to pay us under Mr. 
Rives’s treaty. On that occasion there was no 
party division in this body. An honorable Sen- 


; | ator from Kentucky, no longer a member of the 
Resolved by the Senate und House of Representatives of the | 


United States of America in Congress assembled, That the | 


body, and chairman of the Committee on Foreign 


Relations at the time, drew up a report, at the close 
of which was a resolution that he offered to the 


| Senate, and which met with the unanimous appro- 


bation of the members of this body. Yes, we re- 


solved, one and all of us, on that occasion, to stand 


by our own country, and to insist upon our own 
rights. And I need not refer to these two instances 
only: I say, without hazard of contradiction from 
any quarter, that on no occasion since I have 
known the Senatt of the United States has it been 


' sunk so low as to divide itself into parties and sec- 


relations of the country. I trust in God I shall see 
no such exhibition now. That we may all agree 


on one measure in reference to this great subject } 


| perha 


not probable—perhaps not possible. Each 


/ man thinking independently for himself, and enter- 


} 


| taining his own views, will express them. 


If it be 


not possible for us to find one common platform on 
| which we can all stand, I suppose I may safely say 


that there is no one who will place his foot either 


| 
} 
| 


j 


direct] indirectly upon a ground. ; 
WW h, sir, for or ove part, in reference to this 
ion, I am willing to say frankly that, 
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whatever opinion I may entertain in regard to the | for the great city of Philadelphia, the second com- 
negotiations between our Secretary of State and || mercial city of this Union. It is true that there 


° 


ing these negotiations—whatever opinion 1 may 


entertain in regard to the policy of the President 


| 
| 


the British Minister, and the manner of conduct- || is not a single gun mounted between the city of | States have conferred upon him high responsibili- 


| Wilmington and the Capes; but that there is, as 
| he remarked, a breakwater harbor at the entrance 
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| and of understanding the views of the British Gov- 


' them from him. 


of the United States on this whole subject—yet as | of the Delaware bay, built for the protection of the | 


as a Senator of the United States, and as a patriot, 


{ mean to stand by him as far as I can do it con- | 


sistently with principle and honor. He has rec- 
ommended the Congress of the United States to 
give this notice to England. Upon his high respon- 


sibility, he has made that recommendation; at the | 
same time he has not given us the slightest inti- | 


mation in any part of his message, nor in any || 


other communication to Congress, that he enter- | 


tains the opinion that that notice will be attended |, 


by any war with England, or followed up by an 
hostile measures whatever on the part of England. 
He has not warned the country that there is the 


slightest danger of war arising either from the pas- | 


sage of this resolution, or of a resolution of simi- 
lar import, or from any other measure whatever. 
He has given us no intimation that there is the 
slightest danger whatever. But if I am to judge 
from his action, as well as from his words, there 
is not, there can be no danger whatever of war 
with England. Why, sir, what are the facts? He 
has not recommended that the appropriations for 
the defences of the country should be increased 
one dollar. On the contrary, he has recommend- 
ed that the estimates for the year should be re- 
duced; and they have been reduced. He has ac 
companied that recommendation with another, 
and that is, that the tariff of the country shall be 
reduced. He has made no proposition whatever 
for increasing the revenue by increasing the duties 
on any article or articles whatever. Well, what 


has been the conduct of the gentlemen whose duty | 
it would be, in the event that this country should | 


be endangered, to recommend to Congress meas- 


ures of defence—your officers of the War and | neatedly asserted on this floor that the tone of the | 


British press, before the last steamer left England, | 
was pacific, yetit has hardly escaped the attention | 
| of any intelligent man, reflecting on the subject, | 
| that the sole reason assigned by that press for that || 
| pacific tone was the apprehension—the hope— || e ! 
| he do, I shall deeply deplore it; but the fault will 
| not be on my head, nor on the heads of those who 


Navy Departments? There is no proposition from 
either of them to prepare for war. True it is, that, 
after the honorable Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
Cass] had introduced his resolutions, and they 
had been adopted by the Senate, one of the com- 
mittees of this body—the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs—by its chairman, did propose one measure for 
increasing to a small extent the navy of the country, 
by the addition of three steam frigates, five sloops- 
of-war, and two brigs or schooners. Well, the 
measure was accompanied, at the same time, by a 
letter from the Secretary of the Navy, which dis- 
tinctly announced the fact that it was not to be con- 


sidered as a war measure, but merely as a peace | 


| commerce of this country, capable of affording a 
complete protection to the British, or any other 
nation, in the event of a war—a point which could 
| not possibly escape the attention of a sagacious 
| enemy, because from that point the city of New 
York, and all the cities of the coast, as well as the 
towns on both sides of the Delaware, and the city 
of Philadelphia, could be struck. This is our 
condition on the coast. Well, now, in all these 
circumstances, with a full knowledge of this sub- 


we have a commercial marine at this moment 


exposed to the depredations of any enemy, upon 


|| any sea and every sea, in the event of a war— 


measure. The idea that ]—and, I suppose, others— | 
obtained from that communication was, that the na- | 
vy of the country ought to be increased, supposing | 


there was to be no war, either with England or any |, tion of our national affairs; and seeing that, I am 


other nation; in other words, that the navy of the 
country should be increased to the extent proposed 


in the bill itself, because that increase was neces- | 


sary to protect the commerce of the nation. Well, 
to what other sources ought we, as Senators of 


the United States, to look, in case we should be |. 


called on to prepare for war? Who ought to warn 
us? Who ought to give the alarm? AsI have 
said, the President of the United States has given 


no intimations of approaching danger. The heads | 
of departments have given no intimations of ap- | 
proaching danger. The chairmen of committees of | 
this body have given no intimations of approach- | 


ing danger. The leading friends of the Adminis- | 


trauon—those who enjoy its confidence—have giv- 
en no intimations of approaching danger. Weare 
therefore precisely in the state described by the 
honorable Senator from Michigan and others—tru- 
ly described by them—entirely unprotected and 
unarmed in case any foreign foe whatever should 


choose to make war upon us. Itis strictly true— | 


trae to the very letter—that the fortifications of the 

country are either in a state of dilapidation, or 

that there are no fortifications at all, at points 

br: they would be eminently demanded in case 
war. 

My honorable friend from Florida [Mr. West- 
corr] described the situation of the sea-coast 
justly, in my y ree and so did the honorable 
Senator from Michigan; and I thank the honor- 
able Senator from Florida for his allusion, partic- 
ularly, to the 
Own section of country. It is, indeed, true, as that 
antcaiite Senator has said, that there is no de- 
ence whatever, worthy of being called a defence, 


| 
| 
| 





| there is not one friend of the Administration who 


the slightest danger of a war. I look to these 


| things, to these matters, as much more significant || 


of what is to happen than to the published corre- 
spondence between the Secretary of State and the 
British Minister. If I were to judge from the cor- 
| respondence between the two Ministers, I should 


ernment. I have not. The people of the United 
ties not entrusted to me; and I will not seek to take 
With a full knowledge, then, of 


all the facts of the case, he assumes the responsi- 


| bility of desiring the power to give the notice; and 
_ I, in all the cireumstances of the case as they stand 
| before me, and for the reasons which I have ex- 
| pressed and am about further to express, am wil- 


ling to entrust him with that power. I will say to 


| him—* You have all the means of knowing wheth- 


|| ject—with a full knowledge of the fact, too, that | 


equal, I verily believe, to that of England itself— | 


er this measure will redound to the honor and 
prosperity of the country or not, and at your peril 
exercise this power.’’ If he think proper, let him 
exercise it. But | will not, I cannot vote for the 
resolution which compels him to exercise that 
power, although he may not be desirous that the 
notice should be given. I mean to give my vote 


| for.the resolution which gives him the discretion, 


stands forward to inform Congress that there is || 


and I will go no further. 
Mr. President, I hold that the President of the 
United States has it in his power to bring on a war 


|| with England, if to him it shall seem best; and, 


say, without doubt, that the country was in im- | 


minent danger of war; because I am not capable, 
at this moment, of understanding from it upon 


| what ground the great question between England || 


/and the United States is to be peaceably settled. 
| We have refused all arbitration. We have refused 
| to arbitrate the question of boundary and the ques- 
| tion of title. We have refused to refer either to 
crowned heads or to private citizens. We have 


from England; and although we have heard it re- 


perhaps the belief—that we were about to make 
sacrifices with a view to the settlement of this 
question by affording to England, by a commercial 
treaty, certain advantages. Now, I say, that any 


/my judgment, find himself mistaken. I repeat, 
| then, that if I were to look only to the published 
eorrespondence—and the tone of the British press 
| does not affect my opinion at all—I should consider 
the country to be in imminent danger. 

But I look to other facts; and that is, to the con- 
duct of those to whom is entrusted the administra- 


bound to say here in my place, and under the re- 


_any apprehension of war. Sir, to suppose that the 
President of the United States would bring this 


Congress of the United States to understand that 
| we were in imminent danger of war—to suppose 
that he and his cabinet ministers have brought us 
to the very verge of war, and yet that none of them 
_ has recommended any means for the defence of the 
country, knowing at the same time its denuded 


man who reposes on such a hope as that, will, in 


although the Constitution of the United States has 
given to Congress the sole power to declare war; 


| yet if the President of the United States chooses 


so to negotiate, so to carry on his correspondence 
through his Secretary of State with a foreign Pow- 
er as to involve us in a war, it will not depend on 


any action of ours whether there shall or shall not 
| be war. 


Congress has done nothing to bring 
things into the present condition which many hold 
to be so perilous. If there be danger in the pres- 


| ent aspect of our relations with England, that has 


| not been induced in consequence of any action on 


rejected every proposition that has thus far come || 


| 
i] 
| 


| 


| peace, 
| peace. 
| sponsibility of my position, that I cannot entertain 


| the part of Congress. 


The whole action on the 
subject has been confined to the Executive. Well, 
the President may go still further; he may, with- 
out the consent of Congress, and as has been done 
by others before him, commit actual hostilities. [ 
cannot shut my eyes to the great fact that it is in 
the power of the President of the United States, 
no matter what may be the action of Congress on 
this or any other question before it, to provoke a 
war with Eneland if he be resolved so todo. If 


have acted with me. The majority of the nation 
have intrusted him with the power—the majority 
of the nation therefore only can be censurable for 
his acts. But my own course shall be so pursued 
in this matter as to lead to what I believe will be 
an honorable peace between the two nations. I 
am the friend of peace—of an honorable peace; 
and I trustand hope, and must say that itis my be- 


lief, that the President of the United States intends 


no war, but, on the contrary, desires an honorable 
I do not wish him to make a dishonorable 
I do not intend in the course of my re- 
marks to submit any opinion whatever on a ques- 


tion which is raised in some of the proposed 


country to the verge of a war, and that with so | 
| powerful a nation as England, without giving the || 


condition, would be to suppose what I regard as | 


utterly impossible. I differ from the Administra- 
tion politically—that is, I was not one of those who 
united in putting the President in power. But I 
have not distrusted his integrity and patriotism so 
far, nor will I distrust them so far, as to suppose 


that he has seriously harbored the idea of placing | 


| this conntry in the attitude of war with the most | 


powerful nation of the earth, whilst he has refused 
to give us the slightest intimation that we are in 
any such danger; and whilst he, and his officers 
who hold power under him, have withheld any 
and every proposition for securing the national de- 
fence. Sir, I do not hold the measure of notice to 


The President, under the circumstances which I 
have described, asks of me to bestow on him the 
power of giving this notice to England. He stands 


| 


amendments on the table in regard to the title of 
the United States toOregon. I shall withhold any 
opinion, whatever it may be, which I may enter- 
| tain on that subject, for another place. If the Sen- 

ate of the United States chooses to go into a dis- 
| cussion of that question in executive session, | 
| shall be free to declare there what I think. But I 
hold it to be highly improper to discuss this ques- 


|| tion, and to prejudge any action which the Senate 


may choose hereafter to take in reference to the 
question of title. When a treaty shall be presented 
to this body by the President of the United States, if 
he should enter into one and submit it for the appro- 
bation of this body, then I shall be ready to ex- 
press my views on that question. I do not, then, 
say that the President ought to settle it on the 
parallel of 49°, or 54° 40’, or any other parallel 
whatever. Let him decide that question. Let 
him enter into his treaty, such an one as pleases 
him and those associated with him in power—and 
then I shall satisfy myself with expressing my 
opinion in regard to that treaty when it shall be 
submitted. But this is one of those delicate sub- 
jects on which I hold it to be eminently my duty 
not to speak until Tam properly called upon to 
| speak. [ trust, whatever discussion may arise on 





these resolutions, that honorable Senators, know- 


in a position where he has the full opportunity of | ing the possibility, perhaps the probability, that 


be a measure tending or necessarily leading to war. | 
| 


resent defenceless condition of my || knowing the benefits that are to follow that notice. I 
He has all the data || may be submitted to us hereafter for our consider- 


He has the facts before him. 
before him. Ihave not. He has the ortennee 
of free communication with the British Minister 





i 


| 


| some treaty between this country and 


} 


ngland 


| ation, will forbear to give a definite opinion, at this 
| stage of the consideration of the subject, upon the 
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uestion of title to any part orthe whole of Oregon. 
Phe tonorable Senator from Ohio, indeed, told 
us that he considered that we were “‘ committed” 
upon that question, to the whole of Oregon. 
‘Committed 7”? How, sir, ‘‘ committed??? Com- 
mitted, he said with all seriousness, by the resolu- 
tion of the Baltimore convention! I would like to 
know how the decision of the Baltimore convention 
could commit any Senator of the United States or 
anybody else! What was it? A resolution, as I 
understand, offered at the time when a great party 
in this country had met for the purpose of nomina- 
ting a President of the United States—a resolution 
whose object undoubtedly was to enlist partisans 
in favor of the party that proposed it—a resolution 
not discussed, not i altheaal by those who had it 
before them—a resolution offered and adopted in 
high party times, without a moment’s reflection. 
And yet the Senator from Ohio comes forward, and 
gravely tells us that you—the Senate of the United 
States—stand committed by that resolution. Sir, 
ithas no binding efficacy upon me. It commits 
me to nothing; and I hold that it commits nobody 
else to anything. ‘Those, sir, who consider them- 
selves so committed by such a resolution on a 
question of great and abiding interest, are disposed 





to regard themselves now as excluded from the | 


discussion of the question ; if they are disposed to 
regard themselves as bound by that decision, they 
must act on their own responsibility. I certainly 
cannot act with them. 

Mr. President, | hold that there is greater dan- 
ger of involving this country in a war with Eng- 
land, by the withholding the notice which I advo- 
cate, and which was proposed by my honorable 
friend from Kentucky, than there is by the giving 
of the notice in this form. In my humble judg- 
ment, the measure, as it stands, is pacific. The 
giving of the notice would constitute no ground of 
offence to England. The leading presses of Eng- 
land have so declared their opinion. I have now 
on my table a copy of the Manchester Guardian, 
which makes the remark, that the notice will prob- 
ably be the best means of preserving peace between 
the two countries. I will read the following re- 
mark of that newspaper, because it contains a sen- 
timent in which I fully concur: 

**With respect to the notice for terminating the 
‘joint occupation of Oregon, we are not sure that 
* President Polk may not receive it from the English 
* Government before he can possibly be in a condition 
‘to give it himself. But, whether given by the one 
‘ side or the other, we do not conceive that it will 
‘add materially, if at all, to the chance of a hostile 
‘collision. It has been obvious for some time past, 
‘that, unless the question can be amicably settled 
‘in a very short period, say in twelve months at 
‘ the latest, hardly anything can prevent war; and, 
‘ therefore, a decisive step like that of giving notice 
‘for putting an end to the subsisting agreement, is 
‘rather favorable than otherwise. When both 
‘Governments know that the alternative is an ar- 
‘rangement in a year or war, they will see that 
‘ there is no time to be lost in useless discussions, 
‘and will probably hit upon some compromise to 
‘which both can accede. We are aware that this 
‘ opinion is rather at variance with the views of a 
‘large portion of the press, both in England and 
* the United States, by whom the proposal to give 
* notice to terminate the joint occupation is regard- 
* ed as decidedly unfavorable to the preservation of 
* peace; but we see nothing in their arguments to 
‘change our own opinions on the subject.”’ 


And I have said that is my opinion. I think | 


that there is much greater danger of war between 
the two countries by continuing this joint occupa- 
tion, as it is called, and withholding the notice, 
than there is by giving the notice. 

I presume, Mr. President, that I may consider 
it as a settled determination on the part of the pres- | 


ent Congress of the United States to pass some | 
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| tween armed posses of Englishmen and Americans || stop there. 
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country, will be extended over the territory, as eee of war has decreased and almost par- 
Great Britain has extended that of Canada over |; @ yzed the business of the country; already the 
her subjects in that territory; and that our own | capital of traders is withdrawing itself into c ests, 
citizens now there, and those who may hereafter | and drawers, and old stockings; already the busi. 
go there, will be protected in the possession of || ness men of the community are alarmed; and the 
their own rights by American tribunals and Amer- || longer this state of things continues, the greater 
ican officers. I take it for granted that some such || will be the alarm; from day to day, and from 
measure as that will be adopted. Ihave not heard |, month to month, the tendency to paralyze the bu. 
‘any opinion in opposition to that expressed in any || siness of the country will increase. We have at 
quarter. That measure seems to be due; it is due || this time a commerce of 2,417,000 tons of shipping, 
to the honor of the country and the safety of our || England has 2,420,759 tons; so that we are nearly— 
people, who have gone to Oregon at this stage of | Nay, it is my opinion we are completely—on a par 
the negotiations between the two countries. Well, | with her. I doubt, sir, whether England has a 
then, looking at things as they probably will be— || greater commercial marine, or greater interests to 
as they certainly will be at the close of the present | protect than us; if so, I would like to know in 
session of Congress—I put it to honorable gentle- | what it consists. We have more than seven hun- 
/men on this, as well as on the other side of the || dred whale ships in the Pacific ocean; we have an 
House, which of the two courses is most likely to || extensive Indian commerce; and a great and daily- 
endanger the pacific relations between this country || growing commerce with China. _And does any 
and England—the giving of the notice in the form | man suppose that in the present distracted state of 
and in the shape in which my friend from Ken- || our relations with England, and the long time that 
tucky has proposed it, or, on the other hand, the || must elapse if this notice is not given, that the own- 
refusal to comply with the recommendations of | ers of these ships, on their return, will send them 
the President of the United States in any form | back on voyages—that the owners of these India- 
whatever. Why, we must undoubtedly establish | men will dare to send them on a three years’ cruise? 
tribunals of justice in Oregon. The English have | Why, it is even now difficult to effect insurance on 
done so. We must do so for the protection of our || them. My ardent wish is for an honorable and 
people. We shall have sheriffs, and constables, | speedy settlement of this question. I hold that the 
and deputies to execute processes—to enforce the | giving of the notice will present the question to the 
administration of justice in that territory. The | view of those whose duty it is to attend to it—the 
British have judges, and marshals, and constables, || Secretary of State and the President; that they will 
and deputies there to enforce the administration | be induced to come to some settlement, and that 
of justice. Well, now, how can it escape a think- | speedily. But it is i that, if the notice fails, 
| ing intellect that, in this state of things—if this || the President of the United States, feeling (I will 
joint occupancy is to continne—the danger of col- | not say mortified) that his recommendation in re- 
lision between the two countries must increase | gard to England is not complied with, that his 
every day. I will not say that the danger of |; measures are not accepted, his serious proposals 
collision is wnavoidable, and that in no possible | slighted and neglected, may resolve, for reasons 
state of things can the event be different from what I || best known to himself, to say, “I will take no fur- 
/ now imagine it will be. But I do feel confident— || ther steps in this business; I have done all I could, 
knowing as I do the character of our own western || and now the responsibility rests on Congress; and 
settlers, those who will go to Oregon—understand- || if it does not do its duty, things must remain as 
ing as we all do the feeling of our own people who || they are until a Congress comes in that will pos- 
are about to emigrate to that territory, and of those || Sess the determination to give the notice. Uniil this 
who have already gone there—the conflicting views || 1s done, things must remain as they are.”’ Sir, I say 
of our countrymen and the British in Oregon on || nothing as one authorized; I do not give my rea- 
all questions, and especially on the great principles || Sons ex cathedra. I fear the first effect of refusing 
of civil and republican liberty—knowing this dif- || to give the notice will be to induce the President to 
ference of opinion, I say that I hold that the dan- || stop all negotiation, and appeal to the country—to 
ger of collision between the two classes of settlers, || appeal to that most dangerous of all tribunals, 
and consequently between this nation and Great || party—and excite the inflammatory zeal of the peo- 
Britain, will daily increase, if this joint occupancy || ple, and stir up their ancient feelings of antipathy 
be permitted to continue. It is, or will be, pre- | to England, leaving commerce paralyzed by the 
cisely as my honorable friend from Michigan [Mr. || daily increasing fear of war. Should such ‘take 
Cass] described it—a ‘double-headed govern- || place, I fear many a man would be sent here who 
ment;’’ and there will be as great danger of colli- || would be disposed to go farther, and do more, than 
sion between the two classes of inhabitants as if || | propose in giving this pacific notice. At the same 
there were no organized government at all, and the || time, it is due to myself to say that I do not enter- 
country were in a state of absolute anarchy, and || tain the idea that men will ever be sent here with 
Judge Lynch the only resident judicial authority. || instructions to go beyond 54° 40’. I do not hope 
We can all very readily understand this. An | nor believe that any man would come here, in- 
American is sued for a debt by a British settler, || structed by the people of the United States to go 
or he is presented for an assault and battery, or || for any measures that would tend to produce a 
for homicide, or any other crime. Do you sup- || war with England. asi ‘ 
pose that the American will submit to the British | Mr. President, I have said this much to explain, 








| 
} 





| judge? Do you not suppose that he will, in all || very briefly, some of the reasons that will induce 


human probability, appeal to his countrymen to || me to vote for the resolutions of the sane - 
rescue him from the hands of any British consta- |) Kentucky, and in opposition to those of mer 
| ble, or sheriff, or marshal, who shall seek to seize || the chairman of the Committee on Foreign Kela- 
him, and lead him before the British judge? Re- tions. But I might not have troubled the Senate 





_verse the case, and suppose that the prosecuting || with any remarks at this time, but for the very ex- 
"party is an American, the alleged culprit an Eng- || traordinary course indulged in in his observ “That 
lishman, do you suppose that he will submit it to || by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Auten.] - 
an American judge? Will he not appeal for aid || gentleman is the chairman of the Committee 0 

Foreign Relations of this body—the leading mem- 
ber of the leading committee of the first delibera- 


‘to his countrymen to rescue him from the hands | 
tive assembly in the world. What falls from him, 
abroad over the country, and not 


_of the American officers of justice ? 
Sir, if this joint occupancy be permitted any | l 
longer to continue, there will soon be collisions be- || officially, will C sted 
hat he says here will be apemine 
| in Oregon—blood will be shed, and then what will || by the first steamer that goes to England, and ee 
| happen? Our countrymen will come to us with || read with great attention, concern, and resentme 











bill during the present session for the occupation || their story, and the Englishmen will go to the Brit- | 7 every intelligent Englishman. It will go over 
u 


of Oregon. I do not mean the exclusive occupa- | ish Parliament; and the story of neither party will 
tion of Oregon. I entertain no idea that the pres- || be softened in the recital. “These things will in- 
ent Congress of the United States intends to pass || flame the passions of men on both sides; and al- 
a bill which shall be equivalent to a declaration of || ready there are certain men in this country who 
war against England, by shutting her out from || are seeking to fan into an open flame the prevailing 
the entire possession of any part of Oregon. I || apprehensions of war. In these circumstances the 
have no idea that the Senate and House of Rep- | danger will increase, and my anxious fear 1s, that, 
resentatives of the United States will assent to | hy the continuance of this state of things, we will 
such a measure; but I presame that a bill similar | be driven into a war. But one evil is certain under 
in tenor to the laws passed by the Parliament of | this joint occupation; and I hold it to be a great 
England on this subject will be passed; that the | fact, and worthy the consideration of this Senate 
Jurisdiction of lowa, or of some portion of our || in taking a vote on these resolutions. Already the 


| 
| 
| 


rope, and be presumed, from the official po- 
sition of the gentleman, to speak the sentiments 
of the Senate of the United States, or at least 4 
considerable portion of it. Sir, the Senator, a 
speech of two days, indu in denunciations 0 
England, and assertions that she dare not go ‘0 
war with us; that she had become so weak, 80 1m- 
hecile, as to be unable to vindicate her own ne. 
He endeavored to prove that the Government 0 
England would tumble to pieces in case of a war 
with this country. He extolled—and in that I con- 
curred with him—the military prowess of our ow? 


1846. 





country. He did that, but he also sought to ex- | 
cite studiously the feelings of our country against | 
Englishmen; and, worse than that, to excite the 
feelings of Englishmen against us. It has been a 
leading object with the gentleman, throughout ihis | 
session, to prepare the hearts of the people of the 
United States for war with England; and this the | 
gentleman, on an occasion _— to this discussion, 
has acknowledged to be his object. Sir, I say 
again, that, if the honorable Senator had sought 
only to prepare the hearts of our countrymen for 
war, it would not have been one-third as bad in its 
effects as its tendency to prepare the hearts of the | 


English people for a war against us. He has | 


sought to excite and inflame the honorable passions | 
of Englishmen ann us, not one of whom, after 
reading the speech of that gentleman, but will feel 
indignant that his country has been denounced as | 
a nation that dare not go to war in vindication of 
its rights. What would the feeling of an Ameri- 
can be, after hearing such a speech against his coun- | 
try delivered in the House of Commons, by a lead- | 
ing member—the head of a leading committee? | 
Asa Senator of the United States—holding a po- | 
sition which may be considered as constituting | 
him a connecting link between the President and | 
the Senate—his speech will be supposed to speak 
the sentiments of the country on this matter. Sir, 
we may tell the feelings of an Englishman on this | 
subject, by putting the question home to ourselves; 
and I ask you, if you would not rise with indigna- 
tion from reading a speech in which it was asserted 
we dare not go to war in defence of our rights? 
Sir, I undertake to say to the Senator—and I hope | 


the declaration of so humble a member of this body | 


as myself will accompany his speech to England— | 
that I do not believe that there is any considerable | 
portion of the Senate of the United States who | 
would agree to such an assertion as that in his | 


Senators, I undertake to say that not a third of them 
would approve of that, or any other declaration of 
the Senator from Ohio, tending to excite sentiments 
of hostility in the people of England, or to pro- 
voke war. I do not believe he speaks the senti- 
ments of the President or his Cabinet on that sub- 
ject, of either branch of Congress, or of any con- 
siderable portion of it. 
A SENATOR. Or of the people. 





mittee, to whom was referred the question of pre- 
paring adequate means of defence. Sir, no wise 
man ever goes into a contest with another seeking 
to disparage the power of his opponent; no wise 
general enters the battle field depreciating the pow- 
er of the enemy and overrating his own. More 
battles have been lost by that error than all others 
together. I will now proceed to make a few re- 
marks in concurrence with the Senator from Mich- 
igan about increasing the defences of the country. 
I concur with the Senator from Florida on this sub- 
ject. They were not those of an alarmist; and I 
hold that the defenceless state of our seacoast, and 
the unprepared state of our other defences, are a 


|| perfect justification of his remarks. 


The honorable Senator from Ohio says England 


dare not go to war. Why? Because she is exceed- 


ingly weak. 


amongst other things, her navy has lost, he says, 


that supremacy which he admits it formerly had 


| to accurate 


| case. 


|| of the Senate. 


amongst the nations of the world. He thinks it is 
by no means so powerful as it was in 1802 and 1803. 
I differ from the honorable gentleman, and I beg to 
make an effort to convince my brother Senators 
that he was entirely mistaken with regard to that 
subject. I believe that the navy of Great Britain is 
at this moment greater than ever it was since she 
became a nation. 





Mr. ALLEN. My proposition was, that her 
power, relatively to the naval power of the world, 


'| was greater then than it is now relatively to the na- 


val power of the world. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I think, then, that proposition 
is still more objectionable than the other. Let us 
examine it. Let us look alittle into the facts of the 
Let us thus test the accuracy of the gentle- 
man’s proposition. 

compiled, 
e attention 


h 


and for that reason I solicit for them t 


Mr. CLAYTON. Or of the people, as my | because, no matter how many ships she might now 
friend near me says. They respect the English as | possess, the introduction of steam had diminished 


a brave and powerful nation. They are not will- 
ing, it is true, to be trampled on by England; and 
when she commits an aggression, they are willing 
to fight in their own defence; they have told Eng- 
land this a thousand times, and they are ready to | 
do so again; but they are not ready to excite the 
passions of any nation to a war with us. - And if 
they were collected in a body in presence of the | 
American Senate, nine-tenths of them would repu- 
diate any declaration made for them, that they | 
were disposed to excite foreign nations to war 
with them. Sir, tell England that she dare not go 
to war in defence of her rights, and the moment it 
is ascertained that such a sentiment was entertained | 


in the Senate of the United States, every English- | 
man, Irishman, and Scotchman, now living in that 
country, will rally to her assistance. All it needs | 
is, to make her believe we think that, and war will | 
be inevitable. {| 
Sir, I do not belong to that class of: men to which | 
the Senator so frequently alluded, who seek to de- | 
preciate the power of my own country; but I hold | 
it to be my duty, as a faithful sentinel here, to tell | 
my countrymen throughout the land the real con. || 
dition of their naval and military power, and con- |, 
trast it with that of any foreign nation with which | 
there may be danger of war. If there was a dan- | 
ger of war with France, I would hold it to be my | 
uty to tell them of the relative naval forces of | 


France and this country; and I hold that this is not | 
depreciating our own, nor exaggerating the force of || 
the enemy. | 
The tendency of the remarks of the Senator from | 
Ohio was to condemn the remarks made by the | 
Senator from Michigan at the beginning of the ses- 
sion. That Senator thought it his duty to tell his | 
brother Senators, and the whole country, through 
the medium of the reporters of this body, that we || 
were in danger, and ought to arm; that our navy | 
and army were insufficient for the defence of the | 
country. He pressed that view with all his ener- | 





} 
1} 


| her relative power with other nations, 


i 


| English navy also with them. 


Perhaps he 
was not aware of the fact I have just stated to him, 


the globe. Ninety-eight war-steamers; you have 
how many? Five! 
you could put alongside her frigates or sloops of 


I understand. Well, what is the extent of your 
military marine? You have, as I have shown, as 


| great a commercial marine as England—as much to 


protect as she has—and yet you possess but seven- 


have 2,354. Well, I am willing, as the honorable 


gentleman has suggested, to progress a little fur- | 


ther, and to compare our navy with that of some 


that if steam is to be brought in as an element of | 
war, England has availed herself of it to twice, ay, | 
thrice the extent of any other nation on the face of || 


She cannot defend herself, because, | 


She has at this time, according | 


I have some statistics on the | 


asst ; | subject which have been very carefull 
speech. From communication with my brother |) 


But the Senator, | 


'| ty-six ships of war, in all! Seventy-six ships, car- | 
rying just two thousand three hundred and fifty- | 
| four guns. England has 16,242 guns afloat. You 


other portions of the earth, and to compare the | 


France has, of 


commercial tonnage about 625,769 tons; yet she | 


has 348 ships-of-war, of which 60 are of the largest 


class—carrying, in all, 8,816 guns, and manned by | 


29,095 men. 
Mr. BENTON. How many? 
Mr. CLAYTON repeated the number, and pro- 


ceeded. Well, now, sir, compare her commer- | 
| cial marine with yours, and you will find that | 


yours is to hers as four to one; but compare your 
naval power with hers, and hers is just four times | 
as greatas yours. Russia has but 239,000 com- 
mercial tonnage; yet she has 126 vessels of war, 
many of the largest class, and 10,394 men to man 





them. She has eight war-steamers, and many 
others are now building. Your commercial ma- 
rine, compared with that of Russia, is as ten to 
one; but her naval power, compared with yours, 


is as five to one. I will now briefly allude to the || 


naval statistics of some of the inferior or secondary | 
powers of Europe. Denmark, which has but 95,- | 


gy; and, believing that something ought to be-done || 375 of foreign tonnage, has 73 ships of war, with | 


in that condition of affairs, we appointed a com- || 754 guns at least—more, undoubtedly, though not | 
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stated in these tables—because I know the fact, 
that many of the gun-boats in the service of Den- 
mark carry four large guns, whilst in my table 
only one is allowed to each, Sweden, 118,025 
tonnage, 397 vessels of war, 1,407 guns, two war- 
steamers. Holland has 214,284 tonnage, 132 ves- 
sels of war of all classes, and about 1,544 guns. 
Turkey has 31 vessels of war of all classes, 1,902 
guns. The Pacha of Egypt has 20 vessels of war; 
nine of them, as has been represented to me on the 
best authority, larger than our ship of the line, the 
Pennsylvania. What is the result of these statis- 
tics? For every hundred thousand tons of com- 
mercial tonnage we have one hundred guns; Eng- 
land has six hundred and forty-seven guns; France 
one thousand and thirty guns; Russia three thou- 
sand four hundred and sixty-seven guns; Denmark 
eight hundred and seventy-seven; Sweden seven 
hundred and three; Holland seven hundred and 
seventy-seven. Thus, then, it stands: England 
yields about seven times as much protection to her 


| commerce as you do to yours; France more than 


ten times as much; Russia thirty-five times as 
much; Denmark eight times as much; Sweden 
more than seven times as much; Holland eight 
times as much. Well, now, if the honorable Sen- 
ator from Ohio desires it, he might go on, and in- 
stitute a comparison between the power of England 
and that of all other countries; and I think he will 


| find that England has guarded herself at every 


| point. 


Her military marine is at this time, I con- 


_ tend, greater than it ever was on earth before. And 


| or unjustl 


if a period in the history of the world were to be 
selected, where one nation ought to seek a war 
with another, this ought to be the very last when 


|| this country should seek a war with England. 


| Now let not the Senator from Ohio, nor any other 


man, imagine that I make these remarks with a 


| view to depreciate the power of my own country, 


England has 671 vessels of war, || 
|| carrying 16,242 guns, and manned by 40,000 men. || 
| Can the honorable Senator from Ohio point to any 


to exaggerate the power of any foreign 
nation, have, if anything, rather underrated the 
power of England. I have stated precisely, from 


|, information of the highest authority, what our own 


|| period in the past history of England when she had | 
such a force as that afloat? Of these ships, 98 are 
|| war-steamers, many of them of the first class— 
‘| much more dangerous than the old vessels of war 
|| she was accustomed to build. 
|| in the course of his remarks, depreciated her navy | 


Two of them are ships that || 


strength is, and I have not given the largest state- 
ment which I have seen of the power of England, 


|, but that statement which I deemed the most relia- 


ble. But the doctrine which I mean to maintain 
is expressed in the language of Hemmings— 
* To broach a war, and not to be assured 

Of certain means to make a fair defence, 

Howe’er the cause be right, may justly seem 

A wilful madness.”’ 

lf we had a right to all Oregon, and every man 

of us was certain of that, as wise men and sensible 
men, if determined to fight for it, surely we would 
select some time when we were ready. And with- 
out now undertaking to give an opinion on the 
subject whether we are ready or not to vindicate 


| our own rights, or anything else, I leave every 
war; the others are vessels of an inferior class, as || 





Senator to weigh that serious question in his own 
bosom for himself. Mr. President, the people of 
the United States have not manifested any want of 
confidence in the Executive on this subject. We 
are not formed into parties on this subject. I have 
said already that men of different parties, and of 
the same party, may entertain different opinions 
with regard to our foreign relations; but I know 
that my countrymen are as ready for war in de- 
fence of their rights as any men on the face of the 
earth. I believe all that the Senator from Ohio has 
said or can say with regard to the bravery of my 
countrymen when forced into combat, and their 
ability to protect themselves. Let no man under 
take to say that I doubt their prowess in battle. I 
have as high an opinion of that as he or any other 
man canexpress But I say now that if the peo- 
ple of the United States could be gathered together 
in one mass—men of all parties and all sorts—in 
front of the Presidential mansion, knowing, as the 
do, that its occupant has the power to decide this 
great question, they would address him in some 
such language as that employed by the conqueror 
of Agincourt—the sovereign of England at that time 
—when he called his council together and desired 
their honest and sincere advice in regard to his title 
to France. He said—and it is worthy of repeti- 
tion, for I think it is the language of our country- 
men to the President on this occasion—as we have 
it in the imperishable pages of the great dramatist: 

That you should fashion bow 

at you 8 10n 

Or nicely charge your ~sbanasiling aa — 

With opening titles miscreate, whose right 

Suits not in native colors with the truth; 

For God doth know how many, now in health, 
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Shall drop their blood in approbation 

Of what your wisdom shail incite us to; 

Therefore take heed how you impawn our person— 

How you awake the sleeping sword of war; 

We charge you, in the name of God, take heed! 

For never two such kingdoms did contend, 

Without much fall of blood, whose guiltless drops 

Afe every one @ Wo, a sore complaint, 

*Jainst him whose wrong give edge unto the swords 

That make euch waste in brief mortality.” 
And I say, while I admit—nay, insist—that my 
countrymen are as brave as any other men on the 
face of the earth, and as ready as any others to 
vindicate their honér and their rights,—yet I say, 
on their behalf, (if any doubt on that question ex- 
ists,) to the President and all in authority, * In 
the name of God, take heed!’’ If we are to be 
brought intoa war with England—a nation more 
Pp ywerful than Rome was in her palmiest days; 
if, at this early stage of our national existence, we 
are to be called on to measure our strength with 
the greatest Power on earth, in God’s name let it 
be in a just cause, We will then all strike to- 
gether, and I have no doubt of the issue. But let 
us be assured, beyond all controversy, that we are 
in the right. The American — will not make 
battle in a bad cause. In a righteous cause—in 
defence of their liberties, or what they believe in 
their heart and soul to be their own—they can fight 
as well as any men that ever trod the battle-field. 
Mr. President, if at this time there must come war, 
the responsibility of that war will rest upon the 
head of the President of the United States and his 
Cabinet. And it will be a war, as has been a 


| 
| 


stated by some other gentleman on this floor, such | 


as the world has a never yet seen. It will 
be ‘the carnival of death—the vintage of the 


grave,”’ 


fess to be the disciples of one common faith—the 


faith of the Saviour of the world—men allied more 


closely in feelings than any other of the races of | 
mankind—more closely united in intelligence, and | 
who approximate more nearly than any others in | 


their views of government and laws—men who, on 
each side, think they “ know their rights, and, 
knowing, dare maintain them’’—skilled in war, 


brave, possessed of wealth, richly endowed in all | 


the means and sinews of war. 
sich a war, the responsibility will rest where I 
have stated. But not on me—not on me, O God! 
let any portion of the responsibility, and the guilt, 
and the sin of that war rest! 

Mr. C. then resumed his seat; and then, on 
motion of 

Mr. HANNEGAN, the Senate entered on the 
consideration of executive business. 

After a short time spent in executive session, 
the doors were again opened; and then 

The Senate adjourned till Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 12, 1846. 


If there is to be | 





The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 


ness in order would be the call of the committees | 


for reports. 


Mr. STEPHENS asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion, to which he hoped there would be no objec- ||. : ¢ or War 
: nicate to this House all information in his posses- || 


tion; and if gentlemen would hear it read, he was 
sure there would be none. 

ry = 

rhe resolution was read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House report | 


the reasons or cause of the delay in the delivery of 


the remainder of the — of Captain Fremont’s | 


Report; which were ordered to be printed by the 
House at the last session of Congress, for the use 
of the members thereof. 

Mr. STEPHENS was understood to say, it 
would be remembered that at the last session of 


Congress, 10,000 extra copies of this report had | 


been ordered. Twelve months had now elapsed. 
Only seven copies had been delivered to the mem- 
bers, and some of them, he thought, had only re- 
ceived three. Doubtless there was some good rea- 
son for the delay. But he knew that there was 
great anxiety in the country to procure this report; 
and he had himself received a number of letters— 

Mr. RATHBUN here rose and submitted that, 
if debate was to arise, the resolution must lie over. 

The question was then taken without further dis- 
cussion, and the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. McK AY moved that the House resolve it- 


self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 





| withdraw his motion. 


| 
| 


|| in their places. 


| 
| 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
' 


. Mr. RATHBUN, on leave given, presented res- 








Mr. WENTWORTH hoped the committees || 
would be called for reports, | 
Mr. GEORGE 8. HOUSTON said that the || 
House had already got more business before it || 
than it was likely to f } 
Mr. SEABORN JONES asked Mr. McKay to || 
But Mr. McKay persisted. 
And the question being taken, the vote stood— || 
Yeas 42, noes 67. 
So the House refused to go into committee. 
Mr. SEABORN JONES, by leave, gave notice 
of a motion for leave to introduce a bill to amend || 
the judiciary system of the United States. 
Mr. DANIEL (chairman of the Committee of || 
Claims) rose and said, that inasmuch as the joint | 
resolution of notice, which had so long engaged | 
the attention of the committee, was now disposed | 
of, he should feel it to be his duty, to-morrow and | 
the next day, to insist on the transaction of busi- || 
ness on the private calendar. He gave this notice ) 
that gentlemen interested in that calendar might be | 





| 





Mr. WENTWORTH, on leave, gave notice of } 
a bill to provide for the establishment of a general || 
warehousing system. || 


| 
\| 
olutions of the Legislature of the State of New || 


York, instructing the Senators, and requesting |! 


the Representatives from said State, in the Congress || 


s “ . 1] 
of the United States, to use their best endeavors || 
| to prevent any increase on the present rates of | 


It will be a war between men who pro- || 


| Means be discharged from the consideration of the || 
|| resolution of the House of the 9th ultimo, relative | 
| to an appropriation for a marine hospital at Padu- | 


could not be converted into a marine hospital, for ent Office; which bill was read twice and engross- 


postage, until the present system shall be fully || 


tested; which resolution was laid upon the table. || 
Mr. McKAY called for the orders of the day. 
The bill from the Senate entitled ‘*An act forthe | 
relief of the legal representatives of Pierre Menard, 
Josiah T. Betts, Jacob Fearnan, and Edmund || 
Roberts, of the State of Illinois, sureties of Felix | 
St. Vrain, late Indian agent, deceased,’’ was read | 
twice, and committed. 
‘The SPEAKER proceeded to call for reports || 
from committees. 
On motion of Mr. G. S. HOUSTON, 
Ordered, That the Committee of Ways and | 








| 
cah, in Kentucky. 
On motion of Mr. MCCLELLAND, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be 
discharged from the consideration of the memorial || 
of the Legislature of the Territory of Iowa, for a || 
wharf at the town of Keokuk, and that it be laid | 
upon the table. 1] 
On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be | 
discharged from the consideration of the memorial 
of citizens of the State of Indiana, for a naval de- 
pot at Toledo, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. \| 
On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, the House | 
proceeded to the consideration of the following 
resolution, offered by him on the 10th instant; 
which was read, considered, and adopted, as fol- 
lows, viz: 
‘* Resolved, That the Secretary of War commu- 


sion respecting the present condition and use of || 
Fort Dearborn, at Chicz go, Illinois, and whether, | 
without injury to the public service, the said fort || 


the benefit of seamen on Lake Michigan; and that || 
he procure from the officers in charge an estimate || 
of the expense thereof, with an opinion whether | 
lands reserved for military purposes near said fort | 
could not be sold without public inconvenience or 


detriment, to raise the amount necessary to meet 





| 
such expense; and also as to the expediency of es- ! 


| tablishing a marine hospital at that place; and also | 


as to the expediency of selling the site of said fort | 
entirely, for the purpose of applying the proceeds | 
to the purchase of grounds further without the | 
business portion of said city.” 
On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be | 


discharged from the consideration of the petition | 





| sition of certain unclaimed 


| Dickens, esq., their Secre 
| that the Senate have 


Feb. 12, 


morial of citizens of Fulton county, Indiana, for 
school lands in lieu of section 16, township 30 
north of range 53; and of the memorial of citizens 
in the State of Ohio, in favor of granting lands jn 
limited quantities to actual settlers, and that they 
be laid upon the table. 

On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, 

Ordered, That the same committee be discharged 


| from the consideration of the resolution from the 


Legislature of the State of New Hampshire relatino 

the subject of distributing the proceeds of the 
sales of _ lands among the several States, and 
that it committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 


Mr. ERDMAN ——- petitions of citizens 
of the counties of Lehigh, Bucks, and Montgom. 
ery, in the State of Pennsylvania, praying for the 
establishment of a post-route from Pottstown to 
Coopersburg; which petitions were referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BIGGS, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which the subject was referred, by reso- 
lution of the House on the 13th January last, re- 
ported a bill to amend the act approved the 2d of 
April, 1844, entitled ** An act directing the dispo- 
oods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, seized for being illegally imported into 
the United States,” miihemanied by a report in 
writing; which bill was read twice, and, after a 
brief explanation of its object by Mr. B., was or- 
dered to be engrossed and read a third time to-day, 
The said bill being engrossed, was accordingly 
read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. LEVIN, from the Committee on Commerce, 


| to which the memorials upon the subject were re- 


ferred, reported a bill to establish a dry-dock at 
the re Fag in the city of Philadelphia, accom- 
panied by a report; which bill was read twice, and 


| committed. 


Mr. CALEB B. SMITH, from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, reported the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and adopted, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House, if in 
his opinion not incompatible with the public inter- 
est, a copy of the communication dated 17th Octo- 
ber, 1845, from the agent of the United States at 
Mexico, relative to the payment of the 4th and th 
instalments of the Mexican indemnity, which is 
referred to in his last annual Message as having 
been received at the State Department on the 9th 
November last, and also all information in his aa 
session relative to the said instalments, and to 
the payment of the said indemnity, and to the 
measures adopted by the State or Treasury De- 
partments in relation thereto, which was not com- 
municated in the Message of the President to the 
Senate of the 3d of February, 1845, or has been re- 


_ ceived or taken place since that time. 


Mr. GARRETT DAVIS, from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, made an adverSe report upon 
the petition of A. H. Everett; which report was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. ATKINSON, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, made an adverse report upon 
the petition of Thomas Harvey; which report was 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Patents, 
reported a bill declaratory of the powers, and le- 


galizing certain acts, of the chief clerk of the Pat- 


ed, and read a third time and passed; and sent to 
the Senate for concurrence. : 

Mr. J. A. ROCKWELL, from the Committee 
of Claims, made a report upon the case of Josiah 
Haskell, accompanied by a bill for his relief; which 
bill was read twice, and committed. ; 

Mr. LEAKE, from the Committee of Claims, 
made a report upon the case of Daniel Steenrod, 
accompanied by a bill for his relief; which bill was 
read twice, and committed. 

[A message was received from the Senate by A. 
,informing the House 
a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of the Treasury to make an arrangement 
or compromise with Mangle M. Quackenboss and 


of citizens of Rhode Island and Massachusetts for || his co-obligors, or any of them, for claims on bonds 


the improvement of the Pawtucket river, and that || given by 
_ it be laid upon the table. 


On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands 


|| be discharged from the consideration of the me- 


em as sureties to the United States.] 


Mr. WILLIAM W. CAMPBELL, from the 
Joint Committee on thc Library, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
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of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the Joint Committee on the Library be in- 
structed to inquire into the present condition of the | 

inting for the Rotundo, ordered to be painted by | 
the late Henry Inman; and if it be found that the | 
same is unfinished, the said committee be, and | 
they are hereby, authorized and required to have 


¢ 


the same finished, provided that it can be done at | 





an expense (including what has been paid) not ex- || artist to finish Mr. Inman’s design, or to furnish 
ceeding the amount originally appropriated. || an original picture for the vacant panel. And that 


The resolution was read twice, under the rule. 

Mr. C. asked that it te on its passage. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL did not wish the reso- 
jution put on its passage at this time, and moved | 
that it be committed to the Committee of the | 
Whole. | 

Mr. CAMPBELL explained the grounds upon 
which the resolution had been reported, and said 
that Mr. Huntington, an artist of merit, and a pu- 
pil of Mr. Inman, had offered his services to com- 
plete the painting for a very moderate sum, so 
moderate as not to exceed the contemplated cost of 
the picture in the first instance. 

Mr. INGERSOLL was afraid of precipitate ac- 
tion, and wished the resolution laid over a short 


time. ‘There was a good deal of character and a || 


good deal, of money involved, and he hoped the 
matter would not be pressed. 

Mr. WINTHROP agreed in every respect with | 
the sugzestions of Mr. lncersoxt, and wished the | 
resolution laid over for the present. 

Mr. J. @. ADAMS made some remarks not dis- | 
tinctly heard. He was understood to say that he 
doubted the propriety of employing another artist 
to complete the unfinished work of Mr. Inman. 
He thought the committee ought to be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of employing another 


artist to paint a new and original picture, and leave | 


Mr. Inman’s picture to be disposed of in some 
other way. 
plete, satisfactorily, a work commenced by ano- 
ther. It had often been attempted; he recollected 
of no instance in which it was successful. Mr. A. 
made other remarks which we could not catch. 
He concluded by suggesting an amendment to the 
resolution, to the effect that the committee be further 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of em- 


ploying an artist to produce es to take the | 
r. Inman had been | 


place of that which the late 


e believed that no artist could com- | 





sold for good account by those who made them. 
| Mr. W. offered the following as a substitute for the 
| resolution: 


| Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be 
| Instructed to inquire into the state of the picture 
| which was to have been furnished for the Rotundo 
| by the late Mr. Inman, and to report to this House 
| on the comparative expediency of employing an 





the committee also consider the expediency of of- 
fering the vacant panel to the competition of all 
American artists. 


Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL said that the reason 
why the picture had not been completely finished, 
was the loss of health by Mr. Inman several years 
ago. Mr. C. assented to the proposition of Mr. 
Wixturop, and modified his resolution accord- 
ingly. 

NV r. SCHENCK then proposed the following 
additional resolution: 

‘*And that the said committee also inquire into 
| and report as to the expediency of employing Hi- 
ram Powers to execute, on occount of the Govern- 
ment, some appropriate work of sculpture or group 
of statuary, illustrating such important incident in 
| the national history of this country as may be by 
him and the said committee selected for his subject; 
the said work, when completed, to be preserved in 
some proper place at this Capitol.” 

This proposition was read; when 

Mr. WINTHROP said that the whole subject, 
| with all the propositions and suggestions which 
had been made, had better be referred back to the 
Library Committee. He would, therefore, make 
a motion to that effect. 

The motion prevailed, and the resolution, with 
the amendments which had been proposed, were 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made a report upon the case of William 
B. Ligon, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
which bill was read twice and committed. 

Mr. CULVER asked leave to give notice of a 
bill. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. CHIPMAN asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion. 

Objection was made. 








engaged to paint. ; 

Mr. JOS. R. INGERSOLL said he did not hear 
all the suggestions of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Apams,] but agreed entirely with 
what he did hear. He objected to the proposition 
to finish the picture commenced by Mr. Inman; he 
thought the planeof Mr. Inman a very bad one. 
He had yet to learn that that artist had any talent 


as an historical painter. He admitted he had talents | 
of a high order, and had produced works of merit, | 


but he believed none of an historical character. 
He was decidedl 5 ene to employing another 
to finish what Mr. Inman had begun. He spoke 


of Mre Huntington, and admitted that he had mer- | 
its as an artist; but he was not willing to employ | 


him to finish the picture. ‘There were native Amer- 
ican artists in the country perfectly competent to 


carry out the original intention of Congress in or- | 
dering these great historical paintings, and he | 
thought it was time that Congress should redeem | 


the character of the country from the obloquy un- 


der which it rested in consequence of the miserable | 
works of art to be found within the Capitol, begin- | 


ning with those wretched reliefs which we see at 
every turn, and ending with the paintings on the 
walls of the Rotundo, every one of which reflected 
discredit on the taste and talents of the nation. 

Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL further explained the 
reasons which induced the committee to report the 
resolution. He spoke of Mr. Huntington as an 
arust of much merit, and believed he would, if em- 
paves complete the picture commenced by Mr. 

nman in such a manner as to be creditable to him- 
self and satisfactory te the country. 

Mr. WINTHROP agreed With his colleague 
|Mr. Apams] that the House, before it acts, ought 
to know whether Mr. Inman’s picture is worthy 
of being finished; and if so, is the artist named by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Campse.c} 
the most fitting person to be employed. Mr. W. 
thought it was worthy of consideration whether it 
would not be proper to offer to all native American 
artists to compete for a painting to fill up the va- 
cant panel in the Rotundo. Let all of them present 
their works—select the best; the others could be 


joint resolutions. 

Objection was made. 
|| Mr. BAKER asked leave to present a memo- 
rial. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, (Mr. Bropueap, of Pennsylvania, 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the payment of rev- 
olutionary and other pensioners. 


The pending question being on the following 
amendment offered by Mr. Cares B. Smiru: 

**Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That all arrear- 
ages of pension now due, or which may hereafter 
| become due to the heirs of any deceased pension- 
er, there being no widow of such pensioner living, 
shall be paid to the administrator or executor of 
such deceased pensioner, in trust for said heirs: 
Provided, That the same, when paid to such ad- 
ministrator or executor, shall not be liable to the 
payment of any debts or demands of any descrip- 
|| tion whatever against the estate of such deceased 
|| pensioner, but the same shall be paid by such ad- 
|| ministrator or executor to the legal heirs of such 
deceased pensioners who now by law are entitled 
to the same.”’ 


Mr. C. B. SMITH said a word in explanation 
of the purport of the amendment. 

Mr. McKAY called the attention of the gentle- 
man from Indiana to the law of 1840, from which 
he read, showing that this class of cases was there- 
in geo provided for. 

Mr. SMITH (apparently receiving this expla- 
nation as satisfactory) expressed his regret that the 

law had never been brought to the attention of the 
| Commissioner of Pensions, and stated one or two 
|| cases in which such applications made by him were 
|| refused on the groun that compliance was not au- 
|| thorized by law. 
‘| Mr. COBB said, this provision of the law of 1840 
had been overlooked by the Commissioner of Pen- 
|| Sions up to the commencement of the present ses- 
il sion; since that time, claims of this kind had been 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. BOWLIN asked leave to present certain 


allowed, as the gentleman from Indiana would find 
upon inquiry. n 
Mr. SMITH withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. TIBBATTS moved as an amendment the 
fourth section of the amendment (in a modified 


form) proposed by him the other day, as follows: 


** And be it further enacted, That no widow claims 
ing a pension whose husband was drawing a pen- 
sion at the time of his decease, should be required, 
in any such case, to furnish any further evidence 
that said husband was entitled to a pension; nor 
shall any evidence, in any case be required to en- 
title the widow to a pension, when the evidence is 
in the archives of the Government ”’ 

Mr. McKAY raised a point of order against the 
amendment, and remarked that it was the same 
provision which had been ruled out of order yes- 
terday. : 

After a word of conversation from Mr. TIB- 
BATTS and Mr. McKAY, 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
stating that, although this proposition, in conjune= 
tion with various others, had been decided out of 
order, he did not feel authorized to reject it in a 
separate and independent form. 

Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN said this amend- 
ment proposed to put a construction upon the law 
which the law itself did not warrant, and which, if 

_they gave authority to the executive officers to 
adopt, would involve a charge upon the treasury 
as effectually as if done by a new provision of law. 
If gentlemen believed the construction now put 
upon the law to be incorrect, they had their rem- 
edy by appeal to the proper judicial tribunal. He 
| objected to the reception of the amendment, not 
Upon its merits, (which question was not now in- 
volved,) but as being out of order under the rule 
prohibiting appropriations not authorized by law 
a being inane’ in the regular appropriation 

ills. . 

After some further conversation by Mr. BOYD, 
Mr. CHAPMAN, and others, upon the point of 
order, 
| Mr. CHAPMAN appealed from the decision of 
| the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN restated his decision, that 
the amendment was in order, inasmuch as it would 
not create such a charge upon the treasury as falls 
within the decision made by the Chair yesterday, 
and sustained by the House. 
| ‘The appeal was briefly discussed by Mr. TIB- 

BATTS and Mé. HOPKINS. 
| ‘The*question, ‘Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?” was 
taken by tellers, who reported, yeas 63 noes 5—- 
no quorum voting. 
| The commitiee then rose, and the Chairman re- 
ported that fact to the House. 

A motion to adjourn was made and withdrawn. 

Mr. McKAY moved a call of the House. 

The motion to adjourn was renewed, and the 
yeas and nays having been asked and ordered, 
were taken, and was decided in the negative; yeas 
34, nays 122. 

A quorum now voted. 

Mr HOUSTON inquired of the Speaker if it 
was now in order to make a motion. He wished 

| to move a resolution to terminate the debate upon 
| this bill at three o’clock to day. 

The SPEAKER said he was under the impres- 
| sion that no motion could be entertained. ‘lhe 
| committee having risen for want of a quorum, and 
| @ quorum now having been found present, it had 
| been the practice of the House for the committee 

immediately to resume its session. The gentleman 
|| would accomplish his object by a motion after the 
| House had again gone into committee, that the 

committee rise. 
The CHAIRMAN resumed his seat in commit- 
| tee. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the committee now 
| rise, with the view of offering the resolution which 
| he had indicated for the termination of the debate. 
| The question was taken, and decided in the af- 

'| firmative—ayes 67, noes 39. 





But no quorum voted. 
Mr. McKAY moved that the committee rise, in 
| order (he said) that a call of the House might be" 
had; and the country might see who the absentees 
|| were. 
| After much desultory conversation, the commit- 
tee rose, and the Chairman reported the fact that 

| the committee had found itself without a quorum. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved that the Houseadjourn. 
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Mr. McK AY said that the committee had now || The pending question was on the appeal taken || And be it further enacted, That no widow claim. 
been twice forced to rise for want of a quorum. | by Mr. REUB tN CHAPMAN upon the decision ing a pension, whose husbend was drawing “og 
The commitiee was engaged in the consideration of | of the Chair. | sion at the time of his decease, shall be required 
a bill making appropriauon for a part of the pub- || Messrs. CHAPMAN, McDOWELL, Mc- | in any such case, to furnish any further evidence 
lic service. It was evident that if this state of |GAUGHEY, and TIBBATTS, [in explanation,] | that said husband was entitled to a pension; nor 
things was suffered to exist—if members would | spoke to the point of order. _. || Shall any evidence in any case be required to enti- 
not be more punctual in their attendance—the After which, the question, ‘‘ Shall the decision | tle the widow to a pension, when the evidence is 
House would not be able to proceed with the pub- || of the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- || in the archives of the Government, other than such 
lic business. And in order that the country might | tee?’’ was taken, and decided in the affirmative— || proof as would be sufficient to establish the mar- 








see who the absentees were, he moved a call of the ayes 102, noes 25. 


House, and asked the yeas and nays. 


So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 


Mr. ASHMUN renewed the motion of Mr. Ste- | 
puens that the Elouse adjourn. 

Mr. McKAY asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. ASHMUN withdrew his motion. 


The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Tissatrts— 

Mr. 8. JONES moved an amendment to the 
amendment, to add the following: 

‘Other than such proof as would be sufficient 


So the question recurred on the motion that there || ‘to establish the marriage between the applicant | 


se PEA She 


ea 
Pat oh the 


be a call of the House. 

Mr. HENLEY inquired of the Chair whether 
it would be competent to close the doors of the hall 
before the call had been commenced. He had no 
idea that geatlemen who were not in their seats 
when the roll was called, should be permitted to 
come in afterwards, 

The SPEAKER. It will not be competent to 
close the doors until the roll has been called. 

Mr. McK AY withdrew his demand for the yeas 
and nays on the motion that there be a call of the | 
House. 

And a call of the House was ordered. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked gentlemen if they 
once began this call, to go through with it. Mem- 
bers not in their places, he was understood to say, 
oucht to be fined. 

Mr. HENLEY inquired of the Speaker, wheth- | 
er, by a vote of the oo it would not be com- 

etent to close the doors before the roll was called. 

The SPEAKER was under the impression (he | 
said) that by a vote of two-thirds it might be done. 

Mr. HENLEY then moved a suspension of the 
rules, in order that the doors might now be closed. 

And the question being taken, the rules were 
suspended. 

Mr. PETTIT moved that the motion for a call 
of the House be laid on the table. The House 
never did consummate it, and never would. It was 
time spent in idle folly. 


of the order. 

The question was first taken on the motion of 
Mr. Perrir, and having been decided in the nega- | 
tive, the motion for a call of the House was not 
laid on the table. 

The doors of the Hall were then closed. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order. 

After which, the Clerk proceeded to call the roll, 
but had not completed it, when 

Mr. G. W. JONES, remarking that this pro- 
ceeding was all folly and nonsense, and that mem- 
bers were coming down from the galleries into the 
hall, moved that all further proceedings on the call 
be dispensed with. 

The motion, by ayes 77, noes 74, was agreed to. 

So all further proceedings on the call were dis- 
pensed with. 

And the doors of the hall were again opened. 

A quorum being now present, 

The CHAIRMAN resumed his seat in commit- | 
tee. 

And the question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
G. 8. HOUSTON, that the committee rise, (for 
the purpose of adopting a resolution to close the 
debate.) 

Mr. STEPHENS called for tellers, who were 
appointed, 

And the vote having been taken, stood—ayes 77, 
noes 46. 

So the committee rose and reported. 

Mr. GEO. S. HOUSTON offered a resolution, 
in the usual form, providing that all debate on the 
pension bill in Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union should cease at three o’clock this day. 

Mr. H. demanded the previous question; which 
was seconded. 

And the main question (on the adoption of the 
resolution) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. McHENRY asked the yeas and nays; || 
which were refused. 

And then the resolution was adopted. 

Whereupon, on the motion of Mr. McK AY, the 
House again resolved itself into Committeé of the | 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Bropneap | 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the || 
said bill, \) 


‘and the deceased pensioner, in civil cases, in a | 
* court of justice.”’ 

Mr. TIBBATTS accepted the amendment to |, 
the amendment, and modified his proposition ac- | 


cordingly. 

{But ten minutes now remained of the time al- 
lotted to debate. 

Mr. WENTWORTH rose and remarked that 
the time was so short, he would not make a speech, 


but would give notice that to-morrow he would 


call up the river and harbor bill. 


Mr. COBB inquired of his colleague [Mr. Sza- | 


BoRN Jones] if the amendment proposed by him 
did not go to alter the existing law as to the proof 
of marriage. 

Mr. JONES replied that it did not. It merely 
provided that the proof should be such as would 
be deemed sufficient by the courts in civil cases. . 

Mr. COBB said if it did not alter the existing 


law, it was unnecessary; if it did, it was out of | 


order, as proposing to create a new charge upon 
the treasury. 
Mr. JONES said that the Commissioner had 


taken upon himself to establish a new law with re- 


gard to the proof; his amendment provided that 
he should be governed by the law under which 
the courts of justice acted. 


Mr. McKAY regretted that the amendment was | 
| offered, before it had at least undergone the ex- | 


|, amination of one of the standing committees of the 
Mr. WENTWORTH insisted on the execution || 


House. It proposed a very important change. 
He pointed out the objections to its several pro- 


| visions, and expressed the hope that the commit- | 


tee would let the provisions of the law, as it now 
stands, remain unaltered. 

Mr. COLLAMER rose to address the Chair; 
but two minutes only remaining, he resumed his 
seat. 


Mr. R. CHAPMAN moved an amendment to 


add the following proviso: 
** And provided, also, That when the name of the 
‘ husband of any such widow is not upon the pen- 


| * sion roll, and the evidence of the service of such 


‘husband does not appear upon the books and 
‘files of the War Department, no further proof 
‘ should be required of such widow to prove the 
‘ service ae hee own oath or affirmation of the 
* fact.’? 

Mr. McGAUGHEY rose to make a suggestion 
to Mr. Tisgatrs of some modification of his amend- 
ment; but before he had finished it, 

The CHAIRMAN’S hammer fell, indicating 
the termination of the debate. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, (tellers having been asked by Mr. 
S. JONES, and _ refused,) and it was decided in 
the negative. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected. 

The question recurring on the amendment as 
modified, 


Mr. STEPHENS moved an amendment to the | 


amendment, to add thereto the following proviso: 


‘** Provided, That upon a revision of the testi- | 
‘mony in the case of the deceased husband, the | 
|, * Commissioner is satisfied that the pension was 


‘ properly granted.”’ 


Tellers were asked by Mr. STEPHENS, and 


| ordered. 


And the question being taken, the amendment to 
the amendment was adopted—ayes 83, noes 63. 
The — recurring on the amendment as 
amended, was taken, and decided in the affirmative 
—ayes 97, noes 31. 
: So the amendment was adopted in the following 
orm: 


| riage between the applicant and the deceased pen- 
|| sioner in civil cases ina court of justice: Provided 
| That upon a revision of the testimony in the case 
| of the deceased husband, the Commissioner be sat. 
| isfied that the pension was properly granted. 
|| Mr. TILDEN moved a further amendment as 
|| follows: . 
| _ And be it further enacted, That the 4th section of 
_ the act entitled ‘An act making appropriations for 
|| the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Govern. 
|| ment for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1846, and 
| for other purposes,”’ shall not be so construed as to 
| apply to applications for pensions. 
[The clause of the general appropriation bil] re- 
|| ferred to was called for, and read as follows: 
| See. 4. And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the passage of this act, no account which 
| shall have been adjusted by the accounting officer 
| of the treasury shall be redpened without authori- 
ty of law, nor shall the accounting officer of the 
| treasury act upon any account which shall not be 
| presented within six years from the date when the 
| claim first existed, unless the person having the 
| claim was an infant, lunatic, or femme covert, and 
then within six years after the removal of the dis- 
ability. Provided, That this section shall not ap- 
| ply to cases where special acts have been passed, 
or shall pass, for the relief of individuals.’’] 


| Mr. GORDON raised a point of order against 
| the amendment, on the ground that it made an in- 
| creased charge upon the treasury in a manner not 
authorized by law. 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, 
/ and declared the amendment in order. 
Mr. CHIPMAN was understood to suggest the 
propriety of repealing the 4th section of the gen- 
| eral appropriation bill affected by this amendment, 
but submitted no motion. 
Mr. CULVER called for the reading of the de- 
cision of the Commissioner of Pensions under that 
| section of the law. 
But objections were made. 
Mr. HOLMES (in conformity with the sugges- 
| tion of Mr. Cutpman) moved an amendment as a 
|, substitute for the amendment proposed—the repeal 
of the 4th section, (above eat 





{; the amendment of Mr. Tissatts, as modified, to || Mr. RATHBUN raised a point of order against 


the amendment to the amendment; but it was 
overruled by the Chair: and 
| The question being taken, the amendment to the 
_amendment was rejected. 
The question then recurring on the amendment 
of Mr. Titpen, 


Mr. BELL moved to amend the amendment by 
adding the following: 
‘‘ Provided further, That said section shall not be 
| construed to apply to any claim for balances appa- 
rent on the books of any of the departments of this 
|, Government due from the Government to any per- 
| son or persons, unless such person or persons shall 
| have been notified by the officer having charge of 
'| said books that sueh balance is so apparent, and 
'| such person shall not apply for its payment within 
_one year from the time such notice is given.” 


| The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment to the 
|| amendment out of order, as not relating to the sub- 
| ject of pensions. 
Tellers having been called for and refused upon 
| the amendment, 
_ The question was taken, and the vote stood— 
| yeas 75, nays 30; 
| No quorum voting. 
Tellers were again asked and ordered; and, 
The question being taken, the amendment was 
adopted: yeas 107, nays not counted. 
| On motion, the committee then rose and reported 
| the bill and amendments to the House. 
|| And the question being on concurring in the 
|| said amendments, and on ordering the bill to be 
|| engrossed for a third reading, 
|| The previous question was demanded, (by whon 
the rter could not learn;) 
oie ing this motion, 
The House adjourned. 





- &, a @ 


—a =e mee ey 


a -— =-— — 








1846. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 

Famay, February 13, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 1 
proved "SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the || 
House the following letter from the Clerk, in an- | 
ewer to the resolution introduced yesterday by || 
Mr. STEPHENS: 

«“ Orrice House or RepresENntATIVEs, 
*‘ February 14, 1846. 

«Sir: In answer to the resolution adopted yes- 
terday by the House in the following words: 

« * Resolved, That the Clerk of this House report 
‘ the reasons or cause of the delay in delivering the | 
‘remainder of the copies of Captain Fremont’s re- 
‘port, which were ordered to be printed by the 
‘ House at the last session of Congress, for the use 
‘ of the members thereof,’ 

«The Clerk has the honor to state, that, in 
compliance with the resolution of the last House 
of Representatives, of February 25, 1845, directing || 
the printing of the report of Brevet Captain Fre- || 
mont, the manuscript was furnished to the printers 
of that House as fast as the report was written by 
Captain Fremont, and was all printed sometime in 
the month of April, 1845. 

‘Captain Fremont made the contracts for the 
engraving of all the plates attached to the report of || 
his second expedition, and the large map, much 
extended, attached to the report of his first expe- 
dition, a portion of which were to be furnished by 
Mr. Endicott, of the city of New York, and the 
remainder by Edward Weber & Co., of Baltimore. 
These contracts were made by Captain Fremont 
without any consultation with the Clerk. 

“For the six small engravings attached to the 
first report, the undersigned contracted with Mr. 
David Haas, of this city, after advertising for pro- 

osals; he being the lowest bidder. 

“ Mr. Haas and Mr. Endicott have furnished all 
the work contracted for by them, but, in conse- 
quence of the large size of the map in the hands 
of Messrs. Weber & Co., they have been unable, 
up to this time, to furnish more than about 1,500 
copies of = sets of the engravings which | 
they contracted to furnish. 

“ Upon a consultation with Mr. E. Weber, one 
of that firm, a few weeks since, he informed me 
that it would be out of his power to supply the en- 
tire 10,000 sets of engravings for which he con- 
tracted before May or June next. 

‘“* As often as 1,000 sets are completed, the 
Messrs. Weber send 500 to the Secretary of the 
Senate, and 500 to the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

** About two weeks since 500 sets came to this 
office, and were immediately sent to the binders of 
the House forthe 28th Congress. 

“In reply to an application to the binders yes- | 
terday, for the reasons why the 500 copies, for || 
which these plates were sent, had not been fur- | 
nished, I received a note from John C. Rives, | 
esq., this morning, informing me that the sets of 
plates received were all imperfect. 

‘‘T have notified the Messrs. Weber of the fact, 
- presume the defect will be supplied in a few 

ays. 

** While upon the subject of engraving, the un- 
dersigned will take the liberty, most respectfully, || 
to suggest to the House, that the rule adopted du- | 
ring the last Congress, and now one of the stand- 
ing rules of this House, relative to engraving, has 
operated to delay the delivery of public documents 
verymuch. And the Executive documents of the 
last session, that would have been ready for deliv- | 
ery months ago, are still in the hands of the bind- 
ers, where they have been, and are still, delayed 
for the engravings, contracted for by the Commit- 
tee of Engravings of the last session. 

“Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

“B. B. FRENCH, 
‘Clerk of House of Reps. 
“To the Hon. Jonw W. Davis, 
“Speaker of the House of Representatives.”’ 


The letter having been read, 
Mr. STEPHENS moved that it be laid on the | 
table and printed. Ordered accordingly. 
, And Mr. S. gave notice that he would hereafter 
introduce a resolution rescinding the rule of the 
t session in relation to engraving. 
Mr. BOWLIN, on leave, and in pursuanee of 
Previous notice, asked, obtained leave, and intro- 
duced a joint resolution giving the assent of Con- | 
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| ferred to the Committee on Commerce. The rea- 
| son why I have moved the reconsideration will 


— into the expediency of the appropriation. ] 
Mr. 
| Suggest that the vote having been reconsidered, the | 


| action. 


| the opinion of the Chair, went back to the Com- 
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gress to the disposition of the 500,000-acre grant 
of land to Missouri for the support of free public 
schools, as provided in her constitution, made in 
convention A. D. 1845; which resolution was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. BOYD rose to a privileged question. He 
moved to reconsider the vote of yesterday on the 
motion of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 


| Hovsron,] submitted under instructions from the 
| Committee of Ways and Means, by which that 


committee had been discharged from the consider- 
ation of the resolution of the House of the 9th ul- 


| timo, relative to an appropriation for a marine hos- 
pital at Paducah, in Kentucky. 


In supporting this motion, Mr. B. said that at 


|| an early period of the session, the following reso- 
| lution had been adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the propriety 


of making an appropriation to build a marine hos- 


pital on the site ee by the Government for 
that purpose at Paducah, Kentucky. 
Yesterday (Mr. Bb. continued) the gentleman 


| from Alabama, [Mr. Hovston,] under the order || 


of the committee, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the subject, and it was re- 


strike the mind of every member with force. This 
is no new proposition. In 1837, a law of Congress 
was passed, authorizing the President to cause to | 
be selected on the western waters a number of | 
sites, (five, I believe,) for the purpose of building 
marine hospitals. The selection was made. The 
commission reported. The report was accepted; 
and a law was passed, authorizing the purchase of 
these sites, and among them this one at Paducah. 
The sites were purchased and paid for, and now | 
the titles are complete. At the last session, a law 
was passed providing for the building of hospitals | 
upon these sites, omitting Paducah, because the | 
title to that site was then incomplete. But as the 
title was now complete, as shown by a letter from | 
the Secretary of War, I propose that this matter | 
shall be referred back to the Committee of Ways | 
and Means, and that they report suitable provision 
for building the hospital there. The propriety of 
the motion will be seen by the committee itself; 


| and the House must perceive at once that this can- || 


not be regarded as a new proposition. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider; and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

Mr. BOYD then read a clause found in the civil | 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, containing an 
appropriation for the erection of other marine hos- 
pitals. 

The SPEAKER said the resolution would be re- 
ferred back to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. McKAY was understood to inquire of Mr. 
Boyp whether he designed to instruct the commit- 


e? 
Mr. BOYD said such had been his intention, but 
he would waive it; [thus leaving the committee to | 


GEO. S. HOUSTON was understood to || 


resolution was now before the House for additional | 


The SPEAKER said the report made yesterday 
by the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovsron,} 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, was a 
double report. It proposed, first, that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means should be discharged 
from the further consideration of the subject, and, 
secondly, that it should be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. Both these motions had 
been reconsidered; and the resolution, therefore, in 


mittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON said he had no disposi- 
tion—nor had the committee any disposition—to 
evade action on this subject. They had thought, 
however, that this was not in the same condition | 
as the other works provided for in the bill; and | 
therefore they had brought it back to the House. | 

The resolution, without further discussion, was || 
referred back to the Committee of Waysand Means. || 

Mr. COCKE asked leave to introduce a bill of | 
which he had heretofore given notice, and which |) 


he had been endeavoring for some five days past 
| 


} 
| 


to present. 
bjection was made. I] 
Mr. BRODHEAD asked leave to offer a resolu- || 





367 





tion having relation (the reporter thinks) to the 
Committee on Rules; but some objection being 
made, the resolution was not read, nor its introduc- 
tion at this time pressed. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call for reports 
from committees. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported bills of the following tides, 


Z: 

A bill for the relief of the owner and crew of the 
schooner Dove; 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the schooner 
James Henry; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Holmes and others, 
of the schooner Industry ; 

A bill for the relief of Joshua Knowles, jr., and 


|, other owners of the schooner Garrett ; 


A bill for the relief of the owner and crew of 
the schooner Lucy Ann; 

A bill for the relief of Levi Eldridge, and other 
owners of the schooner Harriet; 

A bill for the relief of Barnabas Baker, and 
others, of the schooner Union; 

A bill for the relief of the owners of the schooner 
Two Brothers; accompanied by a report in each 


_ case; which bills were read twice, and committed. 


On motion of Mr. McCLERNAND, 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be discharged from the consideration of the 
petition of citizens of Montgomery county, Ohio, 
for a law authorizing the public lands to be laid out 
into farms for the free use of citizens not possessed 
of other lands, and that it be laid upon the table. 

Mr. T. SMITH, by leave, presented a resolution 
of the Legislature of the State of Indiana on the 
subject of the Oregon boundary; which was appro- 
priately disposed of. 

Mr. YANCEY, from the Committee on Private 


Land Claims, made a report upon the petition of 


Ann Hackett, and other heirs of Thomas Kelly, ac- 


| companied by a bill for their relief ; which bill was 


read twice, and committed. 


On motion of: Mr. NIVEN, 
Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs 


| be discharged from the consideration of the memo- 
| rials for harbors at Reedy island and Bomba hook, 


in the Delaware river, and that they be referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. STANTON, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be discharged from the consideration of the petition 
of John Mason, of Virginia, and that it be referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. WICK, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an adverse report upon the pe- 


| tition of Graham R. Lincecum; which report was 


laid upon the table. 
The bill from the Senate entitled ** An act to au- 


| * thorize the Secretary of the Treasury to make an 
| arrangement or compromise with Mangle M. 

* Quackenboss and his co-obligors, or any of them, 
| * for claims on bonds given by them as sureties to 


‘the United States,’’ was read twic, and referred 


|| to the committee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. FOSTER asked leave to introduce a resolu- 
tion. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. CROZIER moved that the rules of the 


|, House be suspended for the purpose of calling the 
| States for resolutions, and of allowing the intro- 


duction of bills of which notice had been given. 

Mr. McKAY inquired of the Speaker whether 
resolutions would not be in order on Monday 
next? 

The SPEAKER assented. 

The House did not pass to that order of busi- 
ness, 

Mr. DANIEL, (chairman of the Committee of 
Claims,) in pursuance of the notice he had yester- 
day given, rose and said, that with a view to test 
the sense of the House whether it was willing to 
proceed to the consideration of bills on the private 
calendar, he would move that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole, for the purpose 


| of taking up that calendar. 


The motion having been agreed to, 

The SPEAKER invited Mr. Wixturop to the 
chair, who, having excused himself on the ground 
of indisposition from severe cold, 

The SPEAKER issued his card to 

Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, who accepted 
the invitation. 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
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the Whole, (Mr. J. R. Incensort, of Pennsylva- 
nia, in the chair,) and proceeded (for the first time 
since the meeting of the present Congress) to the 
consideration of bills on the private calendar. 

Mr. COBB inquired whether private bills were 
debatable to-day? 

The CHAIRMAN said they were debatable. 

Mr. COBB said he was not aware, when he put 
the question, whether or not this was one of the 
days on which they were, by the rule, debatable. 

‘The committee took up the calendar in its order. 

The following bills were read, and, without de- 
bate, were laid aside to be reported to the House: 

A bill for the relief ef Joseph Kimball; 

A bill for the relief of Semington Buffenbarger. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Captain Presley Thornton, deceased 
coming up, 

It was discussed by Messrs. CLARKE, D. P. 
KING, E. B. HOLMES, (in explanation,) COL- 
LAMER, THOMASSON, ADAMS, CHIP- 
MAN, HUNTER, G. 8S. HOUSTON, LEWIS, 
(in explanation,) and GORDON, 

And some interruptions took place on a question 
of order; which, however, led to no action, 

Mr. BOYD moved that the bill be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do not 
ASS. 

Aftera brief conversation between Messrs. HOP- 
KINS, STEPHENS, and the CHAIRMAN, 

The question was taken, (by tellers,) and the 
motion of Mr. BOYD was agreed to. 

So the committee directed that the bill should 
be reported to the House, with a recommendation 
that it do not pass. 

The committe then took up the bill for the relief 
of Elizabeth Jones, and the other children (if any) 
of John Carr. 


After afew remarks from Messrs. BRODHEAD, || 


McKAY, and LEAKE, (in explanation,) 


Mr. HAMLIN moved that the committee rise, | 
(with a view to act in the House on the bills con- 


sidered in committee;) but 


On a motion by Mr. McKAY, that the commit- | 
tee report the bill now under consideration to | 
the House, with a recommendation that it do not | 


9a88, 

Mr. HAMLIN gave in to that motion. 

And the question having been then taken on the 
motion of Mr. McK AY, it was decided in the af- 
firmative. 

So the committee decided that the said bill be re- 
ported to the House, with a recommendation that 
it do not pass. 

Whereupon the committee rose and reported its 
action on the several bills to the House. 

‘The bill for the relief of Joseph Kimball; and 

The bill for the relief of Semington Buffenbarger, 
having been ordered to a third reading now, 

Were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The House concurred with the Committee of 
the Whole in its recommendation that 

The bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- 
resentatives of Captain Presley ‘Thornton, de- 
ceased; and 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones, and 
other children (if any) of John Carr, 

Do not pass. 

So the said bills were severally rejected. 

And then, 

‘The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following Petitions and Memorials were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. CULLOM: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Jackson county, Tennessee, praying for the establishment 
of a post route from Double Springs to Smitiviile, in the 
State of Tennessee. 

By Mc. CATHCART: The memorial of citizens of Wa- 
bash, Kosciusko, and Whitley counties, Indiana, praying 
the construction of a national read to Oregon. 

By Mr. FARAN: The petition of members of the Cincin- 
nati bar, praying for the establishment, in the State of Ohio, 
of two judicial districts for the circuit and district courts of 
the United States: referred to the Committee ou the Judi- 
ciary. Also, the petition of merchants of Cincinnati, pray- 
ing for the establishment, in the State of Ohio, of two 
judicial districts for the circuit and district courts of the 
United States: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Also, the petition of the Western Settlement Society, ia 
reference to certain mineral lands in Clayton county, in the 
rome ry of Lowa; referred to the Committee on Public 

4ands, 

By Mr. L. H. SIMS: The petiuon from the people of 
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western Missouri: referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ERDMAN: Two petitions praying the establish- 
ment of a new post-route from Pottstown, Montgomery 
county, to Coopersburg, Lehigh county, Pa. 


By Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of the citizens of Cum- | 


berland county, in the State of Maine, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a post-route from Bridgeton Centre to South 


Bridgeton. Also additional evidence in the case of Simeon | 


Caswell, praying for an invalid pension, 

By Mc. FsCKLIN. The petition of N.B. Stage and other 
citizens of Edgar county, Illinois, praying that a section of 
land be granted forthe use of schools in lieu of the six- 
teenth section in township number fifteen, north of range 
twelve west. 

By Mr. B. MARTIN: The petition of Walker, Kinkle, & 
Caruthers: referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

By Mr. FARAN: The petition and accompanying papers 
of the heirs of Captain Huddy, who was hung by the Brit- 
ish during the war of the Revolution, praying for aid: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


By Mr. JAMES H. JOHNSON: The petition of Sally | 


Hart, for the allowance of a pension for services performed 
by her husband, Frederick A. Hart, in the war of the Revo- 
lution. 

By Mr. HARMANSON: The petition of James G. Car- 
son, re: pecting a pre-emption claim to land in the south- 
western land district : referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

By Mr. W. HUNT : The petition of Caleb Marsh and 45 
citizens of Lockport, New York, in favor of settling na- 
tional disputes by a congress of nations or other peaceful 
mode. 

By Mr. FARAN: The petition and accompanying papers 
of Dennis Pursel, praying for compensation tor the los< of a 
keel boat during the revolutiona y war: which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. The memorial 
of «the Protestant University of the United States,” praying 
for a grant of land for the endowment of said university: 


which was referred to the Cominittee on Public Lands. The | 


petition of John Hudson, praying for arrears of pen:ion, in 
consideration of revolutionary services : which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. The petition 


of Mrs. M. B. Stall, praying for pension on account of ser. | 
vices of her deceased hu-bind during the late war; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of George Alexander and 
A. Cornwall, of Missouri, praying to be allowed a pre-emption 
to a tract of land in said Stat:, upon which they have a mill 
erected referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


By Mr. SAWYER: The petition froin citizens of Henry, | 


Wood, Paulding, Putnam, and Hancock ceunties, in the State 
of Ohio, for a mail-route from Ottawa, in Putnam county, 
| to Waterville, Lucas county: referred to the Committee on 


the Post Office and Post Roads. The petition from citizens | 


of Indiana, praying a naval depét at Toledo, Ohio; referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 14, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 

roved. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 

| ness in order would be the call of committees for 
reports. 

Mr. STEPHENS, on leave given, presented the 
resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of 
Georgia, in relation to the publication of the decis- 
ions of the Supreme Court of the United States; 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. S. also presented resolutions on the subject 
of the judicial districts of the State of Georgia: re- 
ferred to the Commitee on the Judiciary, and order- 
ed to be printed. 


OREGON. 


Mr. OWEN, on leave given, introduced the fol- 
lowing resolution from the State of Indiana; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


A JOINT RESOLUTION on the subject of the Oregon 
boundary. 


Whereas the liberal propo itions repeatedly made by the | 


Government of the United States to settle the Oregon bound 
ary question, have manifest:d an earnest desire on their 
part to preserve peace and avoid war; and whereas Presi. 
dent Polk, actuated by the same motives of liberality, has 
renewed the proposition to grant the British Government all 


of the said territory north of the forty-ninth degree of north | 
latitude, which has again been rejected by the British Min- | 


ister at Washington, thereby clearly showing a determina- 
tion on the part of the British Government not to negotiate 
or compromise upon terms that would be ju t and honora- 
ble to the people of the United States: Twerefore, 

Sec. 1. Be it resolved by the Generul Assembly of the State 
of Indiana, ‘That we heartily respond to the sentiments con- 
tained in the late message of tie Chief Magistrate of this 
nation in relation to the territory of Oregon, and the Ameri- 
can citizens therein, and that his prompt withdrawal of all 
propositions further to negotiate, under the circumstances, 
merits the approbation of the people of this State. 

Sec, 2. and be it further resolved, That, in the opinion of 
this General Assembly, the United States have the best right 
to the whole of Oregon. ‘ 

Sec. 3. ind be it further resolved, That our Senators are 
therefore instructed, and our R-presentatives in Congress 
| requested, to oppose any compromise whereby we shall lose 
| a single foot of the American territory. 

Sec. 4. It is further resolved, That the Secretary of State 


Springfield and vicinity, asking for mail facilities in soath- | be, and he is hereby, directed wo forward a copy of this joint 


| resolution to each of our Senators and Re 


| "sentatives in 
JOHN 8. SIMONSON 
Speaker of the House of Representai 

- READ. ee 
President of the Senate. 
JAMES WHITCOMB. 


Mr. COCKE, in pursuance of previous nos; 

| asked and obtained hoe to recat see a bill tone 
| Captain John B. Crozier’s company of mounien 
_ Volunteer Tennessee militia; which bill was read 
| twice and committed. 
| Mr. ROBERT SMITH asked leave to intro. 
| duce a resolution, accompanied with the proceed. 
_ ings of a public meeting held at Springfield, in the 
| State of Illinois. 

| Mr. G.8. HOUSTON moved that the House 
_ resolve itself into Committee of the Whole. 

_._ Mr. R. SMITH sent to the Clerk’s table the 
following resolution; which was read for informa. 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re. 
porting a joint resolution directing the President 
_of the United States to negotiate with Spain for 
_ the purchase of the Island of Cuba upon the prin- 
ciples recommended in the proceedings of a public 
_ meeting of the citizens of Illinois herewith pre- 

sented. 
Numerous objections having been made, 
The resolution was not received. 
_ On motion of Mr. GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON, 
|| the House again resolved itself in Committee of 


|, Congress. 


Approved, January 20, 1846. 


_ and resumed the consideration of bills on the pris 
| vate calendar. 

The bill for the relief of Thompson Hutchinson 
coming ups 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved that it be Jaid 
aside, to be reported to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do not pass. 

After a few words from Messrs. BRODHEAD, 
at in inquiry,) McKAY, and YAN- 
CEY, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill for the relief of James Davidson, of the 
county of Fentress, in the State of Tennessee, 
coming up, 

The bill was discussed briefly by Messrs. GRO- 
|VER, COCKE, McKAY, CULLOM, DAR- 
RAGH, P. KING, RATHBUN, GORDON, 
HARPER, ST. JOHN, CLARKE, and Me- 
| DOWELL; 

And was then laid aside to be reported to the 
House. 

The next bill on the calendar was the bill (a 
| very old acquaintance) to provide for the payment 
of the passage of General Lafayette from I'rance 
to the United States, in the year 1824. 

A motion was made by Mr. DIXON that it be 
informally laid aside, the gentleman who reported 
it (Mr. Joun A. Rockwe t) not being at the mo- 
ment in his seat, 

The motion, after some conversation, was ob- 
jected to, and requiring unanimous consent, was 
not agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, the considera- 
tion of the bill was postponed. 

And it takes its place at the foot of the calendar. 

The bill for the relief of George D. Spencer 
coming up, 

A few remarks followed from Messrs. RATH- 
BUN, LIGON, HUNGERFORD, and THOMAS 
SMITH. 

The bill was then laid aside to be reported to 
the House. 

The bill for the relief of John Anderson, of 
Missouri, was taken up, and, without debate, was 
ordered to be reported to the House. E 

The bill for the relief of Charles M. Gibson 
coming up— 

After a few remarks from Messrs. HUNGER- 
FORD, DANIEL, and GROVER, it was laid aside 
to be reported to the House. : 
| The bill for the relief of the securities of Elijah 
|| J. Weed, late quartermaster of marines, deceased, 
| was laid aside informally, on the suggestion of Mf. 
| DANIEL, because the gentleman who reported 
|| it (Mr. Pontock) was not at the moment in his 


| 
| 
seat. 


|, the Whole, (Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, in the chair,) 


| 
i 


The bill for the relief of Lyon & Howard coming 


Fae some remarks from Messrs. 8S. ADAMS, 
GORDON, BOYD, (in inquiry,)MeCLELLAND, 
and WENTWORTH, 


u 

















